
  

 

     

        
      

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – 
with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship 
and faith.     

 

 

 

 

  
Dear Friends: 
 
As he often does when writing to the churches, the Apostle Paul begins his letter to the Philippians with 
words of gratitude: I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you. (1:3-4) 
 
Like Paul, as the Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, I thank God for each of you, for the 
privilege of knowing you, for the opportunity to serve in your midst, and for the many contributions you 
make to the Body of Christ in this place. 
 
Yes, we are the Body of Christ, one body with many parts. And without each part making its unique 
contribution, the body would not function effectively. So I thank you.   
 
But please do not think that I appreciate you simply for what you do or what you contribute to the ministry 
and mission of First Presbyterian Church. How I feel about you goes deeper than that. As I often say to my 
grandchildren, I love you just because you are you. And I appreciate each of you for who you are, not 
simply for what you do.  
  
Furthermore, I appreciate the strong bonds, deep friendships and loving relationships, which make up this 
community known as First Pres. As we continue to comply with the Stay at Home Order, it is this sense of 
community which binds us together. 
 
During this time when it would be easy to become isolated and cut off from the church, may we continue 
to reach out to one another, check on one another, offer help and support to one another, and pray for one 
another. 
 
The phone call you make today or the email you send tomorrow could be just what the person on the 
receiving end needs: a word of encouragement, a reminder that he or she is cared for, and the sense that 
we are all in this together. The meal you prepare and drop off for one of our families could be the concrete 
expression of love which that family needs at the end of a hard day. As God hears your prayer on behalf 
of another member, circumstances and outcomes can change for the better.  
 
In the words of the popular 1960s hymn, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. May we continue to 
love one another and demonstrate that love through concrete acts of kindness, looking forward to the day 
when we can gather together in the sanctuary once again. 
 
In the meantime, grace and peace, 
 

Bruce 
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Saving for a Rainy Day and Beyond… 
 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times”. Dickens’ opening sentence in “A Tale of 
Two Cities” is perhaps one of the best opening lines ever. And here we are, living it. A booming 
economy and a pandemic; the dream and the nightmare.  Just when you thought you could relax 
and enjoy a little stability – BOOM! 
 
The Endowment Committee spends a considerable amount of time preparing for ways to ensure 
that the church will always be in a position to weather the storms that may appear without 
warning. We are in such a storm now and thanks to your continuing support towards the growth 
of the Endowment Fund we will be able to help the church weather this storm.  
 

   We are all in this together.  
 

We need a BIG UMBRELLA to weather this storm. 
It’s gone “VIRAL” 

Prayers, Grace and Peace to All! 
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Church school families celebrating Easter! 
 

The Yates 
boys all 
together on 
Easter and 
coloring 
eggs!  

          

The Torielli family is all smiles with the Easter bunny!?! 
     A beautiful stained glass cross made by Gianna. 

Cole coloring eggs J Happy hunting Cole!  



  

Easter Egg Coloring Contest!!! 
 
 

  
1st place Cole Bellorgey  2nd place Lucy Dickinson  3rd place Luca Torielli 
 
 

Honorable mentions Gianna, CJ and Dante Torielli  
 

   
 
 

     Beautiful job everyone! 
    So proud of you and thank you for sharing your time and talents!!!!  
 

We are continuing with our Confirmation classes. The confirmands will soon be writing their 
statements of faith. As we continue the process please keep all the confirmands in your prayers!  

 
They have worked so hard and we are so proud of them! 

 



  

 
 

 
 Dafani Peralta and her children on the porch of their 
new home in Paterson. (Photo: Courtesy of Dafani Peralta) 
Dafani Peralta and her family had to leave their washing machine 
behind when they moved into their new home on Hamilton Avenue in 
Paterson last week. 

That was just the reality of relocating during the coronavirus crisis, a 
time when social distancing rules prevent friends and relatives from 
gathering to help haul stuff. 

Peralta and her husband, Ramon De La Cruz, loaded everything 
they could into a rented truck and then unloaded it themselves. The 

washing machine was too much for them. The move took 12 exhausting hours, during which Peralta’s 11-year-old 
daughter looked after her five siblings. 

But instead of dwelling on what they had to leave behind, family members were filled with gratitude for their new 
home, which was provided through Paterson Habitat for Humanity, Peralta said. (Excerpt from The Paterson Press) 

“Sheltering at Home” - a now all too common phrase used to 

describe the main strategy being employed to fight an unprecedented crisis confronting us all, COVID-19. Most 
of us are following that strategy in an effort to stay healthy and help slow or end this disease.

Unfortunately, many families have inadequate homes in which to shelter. These families, many of them 

negatively impacted by the initial wave of the virus, were already the victims of America’s affordable housing 
crisis. Even before the pandemic, these families were already cutting back on essentials like healthcare, 
education, and food in order to afford even substandard housing. The affordable housing crisis gripping our 
community will only increase with the new crisis caused by the coronavirus. 

Now more than ever, as we are prohibited from hosting volunteers on our construction sites, we need your 
support to help provide our neighbors with safe and healthy homes. Private support is critical as we continue to 

partner with families and build homes for those in need of a decent place to “shelter at home." 

Please consider a gift to Paterson Habitat for Humanity today. Your gift will help build a stronger 
community and fight a pandemic. You can send a check payable to First Presbyterian church with 
“Habitat” in memo.                 Thank you for your continued support! 

     
Please note: Our ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING campaign will end on May 10th, you 
can send a check to the church office or via VENMO with a notation it is for OGHS! 

                                                                      Mission  



  

        Resources worth considering during the Pandemic from PC(USA)     
 
It looks like we’re in this for the long haul. Be gentle with yourself and with others, and 
continue (or start) practices and simple joys that sustain your soul. Nurture your 
friendships and human connections. Pray daily and trust God. 

These Days, a quarterly devotional that you can subscribe to and is mailed directly to 
you, is offering free devotions. In addition to a daily devotion that includes a Scripture 
reading, reflection, and prayer, each issue also includes inspiring essays and adult 

coloring pages for added spiritual reflection each month. 

     https://www.pcusastore.com/Pages/Default.aspx?ContentID=14604&Title=These-Days 
 

                                
Movie Night with a Mission~ Lots of youth are having “virtual movie 
nights” with their friends. With Netflix, Amazon Prime, HBO, Hulu and 
other platforms, there are many options for our young people to stay 
entertained. Barnhart Films, which is funded by Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, has created a series of informative and excellently produced 
documentaries on a variety of timely and important topics. From the 
ongoing water crisis in Flint, Michigan to the effects of gun violence, these 
weeks at home are opportunities to educate our young people and have 
conversations with them that will guide their thinking and actions well 
beyond our current time of social distancing.    

  
Barnhart Films: http://barnhartfilms.org/films.html. Visit their website for more info and to watch 
the film trailers. Full-length films are all available for free on Vimeo.  
- Locked In a Box: Immigration Detention  
- Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence  
- To Breathe Free (Following the story of a Syrian refugee family)  
- Kepulihan: When the Waters Recede (The aftermath of the tsunami in Indonesia) 
- Flint: The Poisoning of an American City  
 
Documentaries: 
“I AM”  The story of filmmaker Tom Shadyac as he travels the world, this film asks two central 
questions: what’s wrong with the world? and what can we do about it? Available on Amazon Prime 
(rental fee 4.99)  
 
“13th” An exploration of the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and its connection to the 
current state of prisons, particularly the disproportional rate of people of color in our prisons.  
Available on Netflix.  
 
“Explained: The Racial Wealth Gap” A short but informative discussion of how slavery, housing 
discrimination, and centuries of inequity have compounded to create a racial wealth gap. Available 
on Netflix. 
 
I encourage everyone, but especially our High School students, to watch these thought 
provoking documentaries. If there is enough interest, we could have a ZOOM meeting to 
discuss. Contact Joan at Davies333@aol.com if you are interested. 
 

mailto:Davies333@aol.com


  

101 years ago 
 
 “And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, 
and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened 
more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the 
people began to think differently. And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living 
in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. And when the 
danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses, and made new 
choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as 
they had been healed.” ~Kitty O’Meara 1919 
 
 
 
Church Staff~ 
 
Pastor                                                  Rev. Bruce Ballantine  

Director of Children & Families          MaryEllen Castaldo  

Director of Music     Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

Organist                 Linda Sweetman Waters  

Director Cherub Choir and Bells                 Carol Schmiedecke  

Administrative Manager                              Dana Feeney  

Youth Leader                                                  Jessica Strader    

Tom Carozza                         Sexton 

Custodian                         George Wood 

Director Nursery School                       Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor           Joan Davies (Volunteer)    

 Church Phone (201) 652-2504 
 Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care        
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org 
 
 


