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Pastor’s Report 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. - Philippians 4:13 

Dear Friends, 

Philippians 4:13 has long been one of my favorite Bible verses, serving as an encouraging 
reminder that when I walk with Christ, striving to do his will, he gives me the strength to endure 
challenging situations and accomplish things which I could not endure or accomplish by relying 
simply on my own strength. 

As I look back on 2020, I would expand my understanding of this verse to say that Christ has 
given First Presbyterian Church the strength and resilience to endure a once-in-a-century global 
pandemic as well as the strength to accomplish a great deal in spite of the hardships created by 
the pandemic. 

On March 15, due to the threat of the rapidly spreading coronavirus, we were forced to close our 
doors. For two Sundays, we live-streamed our worship service. Then we moved to prerecorded 
services for 17 weeks, before returning to a combination of in-person and live-stream worship on 
Sunday, July 26. 

Something we’ve missed greatly since March is the weekly opportunity for the entire 
congregation to gather in one place to worship and to spend time in fellowship with one another. 
However, just as Christ has given us the strength to endure the many changes wrought by the 
virus, I believe the Holy Spirit has led us and held us together - even when we haven’t been able 
to fully gather in person. For that, I am extremely grateful! Grateful also to church officers, 
members of the Visitation Team and church members in general for the many and various ways 
you have reached out to each other - by phone, email, cards, letters and porch visits - to ensure 
that members’ needs were being met and no one became too isolated or disconnected from the 
church. Your efforts have contributed mightily to holding us together when we couldn’t gather in 
person.   

I’m also grateful to music staff members Ed Schmiedecke, Carol Schmiedecke and Linda 
Sweetman Waters; to Emma Schmiedecke (cello), to Christopher Vehmas (piano), to Brian 
Princing (guitar); to Chancel Bells; and to section leaders Mike Schuil and Vera Coleman for 
their creativity and versatility in providing music for the pre-recorded, live-stream and in-person 
services. Just as I am grateful to Jessica Strader for her initiative, technical skill and creativity in 
helping us to move online and develop a greater online presence; to Sami Eliya for his tireless 
work to implement and improve our live-stream capability and for hosting the Zoom Coffee 
Hour; and to Dave Ciccolella for producing the Sunday morning video broadcasts on YouTube.  

Grateful also to MaryEllen Castaldo for her Facebook Sunday School videos and to Dana Feeney 
for keeping us connected through communications from the office.  

And while I’m expressing gratitude, I must also offer a big “thank you” to members of the Re-
Entry Task Force, who developed and implemented Weekday Prayers during the summer and 
who met frequently via Zoom to develop our protocol for a safe return to the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings: Joan Davies, Carola Di Iorio, Donna Flagg, Anita Hutton and Sandy 
Santangelo.  The Task Force, with help from other groups and individuals, also organized an 
outdoor worship service, the Pizza & Pop Tailgate Gathering and the Celebration of Light.  
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I must also say thank you to members of Session and the Board of Deacons for their steady 
leadership, creative problem-solving and willingness to go the second mile as we continue to be 
the church during challenging times.    

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t say “thank you” to all who have continued to support the 
church financially during the pandemic. We realize that some members have taken a hit 
financially as a result of the virus and therefore may not be able to give as much as you would 
like. We understand that. And as you know, we lost some rental income due to the virus. The 
Paycheck Protection Program loan/grant certainly helped. But it’s the continued financial support 
by those who are still able to give that has enabled us to thrive and continue to be the 
church.  Thank you!  

With the development and rollout of the vaccine, we have every reason to be hopeful that 2021 
will be a better year than 2020.  But as I look back, I must also say that some good things have 
come from the hardships of 2020.  We were forced to increase our digital footprint, and that will 
help us with outreach going forward - even after we can safely and fully gather again.  Once we 
could no longer gather in one place, we became more intentional about connecting with and 
effectively caring for each other.  And I believe we became even more mindful of and responsive 
to the needs of the poor, whose poverty has been exacerbated by the virus.  Maybe in these ways, 
the hardships caused by the virus have helped us to become a more faithful congregation. 

I hope you will read the rest of the reports in this collection. In doing so, may you be reminded of 
all that we have accomplished in 2020 through the One who strengthens us. And may you be 
inspired to accomplish even greater things in his name in 2021. 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Bruce  
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MUSIC ANNUAL REPORT - 2020 
 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in 
the firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: 
praise him according to his excellent greatness ... Praise him 

with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed 
instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: 
praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing 

that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 
 

Psalm 150: 1-2, 4-6 
 

2020, my tenth year as Music Director at First Pres, was certainly an unusual one! The precautions that 
were necessary for all of us presented some unique challenges and opportunities in bringing sacred music 
to the congregation, both at home and in the Sanctuary. 

 
The year began with our usual flurry of activity: Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells, Jubilee Youth, Thursday 
and Sunday rehearsals, Sunday worship, Second Saturday services, Ash Wednesday service, the first 
Lenten Suppers, and preparations for Palm and Easter Sundays and Pastor Bruce's Installation as our 
permanent minister. But with the closing of the church to the congregation in March due to Covid-19, the 
music staff was determined to carry on in spite of our altered circumstances. Let the learning begin! 

 
Throughout March we live-streamed our Sunday worship services via Facebook, with Jessica Strader 
recording our efforts on her iPad and iPhone. In mid-April, when we realized that it would take 
considerably longer than "two weeks to stop the spread," we switched to pre-recorded services and 
musical offerings, with the Schmiedecke family unit recording the weekly hymns from home to Linda's 
pre-recorded accompaniments. We also looked through our video archives to provide music of the choir, 
bells and soloists for our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services. In mid-July, in preparation for the 
church opening to in-person worship, we began recording our soloists for pre-service segments. 
Instrumentalists Emma Schmiedecke, Christopher Vehmas, Steven Eliya and Brian Princing, along with 
our organist Linda Sweetman-Waters, provided music in the Sanctuary, as we opened our doors and began 
live-streaming the service to the congregation at home. In September, the Chancel Bells were able to 
resume rehearsals and a smaller ensemble named Chamber Bells, consisting of music staff and 
congregants, was formed. Both groups quickly joined the monthly rotation of instrumentalists for our 
services and broadcasts, assuming a prominent role throughout the Fall and Christmas seasons. In late 
November, we again video recorded our vocal soloists for Advent, the Christmas Music Countdown and 
both the pre- and post-Christmas Eve video music segments. 

 
Our goal has been to provide our congregation with the inspiring musical performances they are used to 
enjoying. With the hard work and commitment of our staff and musicians, I believe we have achieved that 
goal. I continue to be grateful for the talents of our vocal soloist/section leaders Vera Coleman, Carol 
Schmiedecke, Marshall Cooper, Mike Schuil and Joshua LeRose. We also appreciate the members of the 
Chancel Bells Janie Dear, Katelyn and Patrick Edelbach and Diane Eliya who so willingly give their time. 
Lastly, we could not have succeeded without our wonderful organist, Linda Sweetman-Waters, whose 
dedication, talent and hard work is so valuable to the team. 

 
We would also like to express our heartfelt gratitude to Pastor Bruce for his support, encouragement and 
inspiring leadership, to Jessica Strader whose artistic creativity, teamwork and collaborative spirit made it 
possible for us to bring music into your home each week, to Carola DiIorio and the Worship and Arts 
committee for their sustaining spirit and support, to MaryEllen Castaldo for her delightful comraderie,  
and to Dana Feeney, Tom Carozza and our church leadership for their constant support and help with 
things too numerous to mention. Finally, our gratitude to our congregants and all our musicians, young 
and forever young, for their undying commitment to music at First Pres. We cannot wait until we can all 
make live music together again! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dr. Edward Schmiedecke, Director of Music 
Carol Schmiedecke, Director of Handbells and Youth Music 
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Worship and Arts Annual Report for 2020 

 

Members: Pastor Bruce Ballantine,  Ed Schmiedecke, Marcia Unger, Suzi Hudson, Kali Roi Eklof, Sue 
Dickinson, Carola Di Iorio (Chair) 

The average Worship Attendance in 2020 was 89 prior to the Church shutdown in March . On-line attendance 
from March 15th till July 19th was 181 (YouTube views). From July 26th through December 27th,  an average of 
30 people attended in person, while 112 watched on-line. 

 Our Committee has continued to discuss possibilities to offer more contemporary music at First Pres with the 
hope of keeping and attracting our Youth. Pastor Bruce, Dr. Schmiedecke, Carol Schmiedecke and Linda 
Sweetman-Waters have agreed to include contemporary music on the First Sunday of the month, when 
highschoolers are usually responsible for Layreading. Brian Princing has been playing his guitar most first 
Sundays in 2020. 

 We are hoping that Worship and Praise music will also be included, to be sung by the entire Congregation, 
once singing will resume! 

We wish to thank some very special people whose determination, talent and faithful  service were greatly 
appreciated in the production  of both our in-person and  on-line Worship Services: 
 

- Jessica Strader, our creative “Star”! Hundreds of hours of her time were offered to put together the “Pre-
Worship Moments”, some “Post Worship Moments” and other various contributions.  A Memory Leaf 
has been offered  in her honor  on the Tree of Life. 
 

- Sami Eliya, who chairs the Technology Committee also spent many hours putting into place our on-line 
Services. Sami hired Dave Ciocella from Tesla Media Worx, to operate all aspects involved in 
broadcasting our Sunday Worship Service. 
 

- Leo Magrath, who continues to faithfully serve as operator of the sound system.  
 

- George Wood, whose perfect attendance on Sundays is  critical in his role as Head Usher. 
 

 
We welcomed Steven Dear as a new member of our Committee in the month of November. 
 
Please refer  to Ed Schmiedecke (Worship and Arts)  and Donna Flagg’s (Re-Entry Task Force)  reports  to read 
about many interesting programs, activities and Music matters related to Worship and Arts. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Carola Di Iorio 

(201)634 9322 – caroladi@optonline.net 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Purpose 

The objective of the Christian Education Committee is to foster the growth of Christian development among 
our church members of all ages by providing opportunities for spiritual growth through bible study, service, 
stewardship, and community. 

Members 
• Dawn Murdock and Linda Strickland (co-chairs) 
• MaryEllen Castaldo (Director of Children and Family  Ministries) 
• Elisa Cerina 
• Jill Critchley  
• Sue Dickinson 
• Sue Fischer 

 
Sunday School  
 
Sunday School rotation classes began in January covering stories of Moses. Beginning March 29th,  
lessons were videoed and uploaded on our church Facebook page each Sunday  at 9:45am!  We’d like to 
thank the teachers that made Sunday School possible from Jan thru March!  Jill Critchley, Joan Davies, 
Kathleen Barkho, Sarah Eliya, Paul Eliya, Sue Fischer, Linda Strickland and Christine Tobias.  
Our Nursery Caregivers: Linda Cosgrove and Lisa Patullo.  Thank you!   
 
March began our Lenten season where students chose a Lenten prayer partner (a member of our church) 
they were encouraged to send cards, texts, emails and phone calls to their prayer partners through the 
Lenten season.  Our church school students also received their “fish banks” and they had an opportunity 
to bring their banks/donations to church for the OGHS “Can Toss” drive thru on May 9th! Mermaid & 
Starfish were there to greet everyone! We held an Easter Egg coloring contest and were thrilled to see 
how creative and artistic our youth at First Pres are!  Prize winners were: Cole Bellorgey, Lucy Dickinson 
and Luca Torielli! In June we recognized our six High School graduates and dropped off graduation gifts 
from First Pres! Congratulations to: Christine and Laura DiIorio,  Jeremy and Spencer LaVine, Nick 
Santangelo and Will Sofka!  We made a great attempt in planning our Virtual VBS for August, 
unfortunately due to low attendance and volunteers losing their internet service due to a storm, our Virtual 
VBS program had to be cancelled. Hunter Benjamin Wilson was baptized at FP on August 16th!  A gift of 
a “framed prayer” written by our Middle school class was mailed to The Wilson family. A Drive thru 
“Blessing of the Backpacks” was held on Saturday Sept. 12th in the rear parking lot at the church .  
 
In October, some of our Christian Ed committee members met at church to fill boxes with treats and 
school supplies and mailed to fifteen of our First Pres. college students! On Halloween day, special treat 
bags were dropped off to our Sunday school students by Mr. and Mrs. Castaldo!  We were so happy to 
see some of our students in costume! During our Advent season and on Christmas Eve we were blessed to 
have our High School students take part in our Sunday worship services as liturgists. They presented 
readings and lit the Advent candles! Christian Ed, Growth & Re-entry Task force committees worked 
together on a “Celebration of Light” event! Amazing music by Brian Princing, carol singing, we enjoyed 
hot cider, cocoa, treats and children made crafts, all safely while wearing masks and distancing! It was a 
lovely evening! Also, as a December activity for Sunday school families, they received Gingerbread 
house and train kits to make a family fun time project for the holidays. They made some amazing 
creations! Our Sunday Nursery room was renovated! A special Thank you to Peter Castaldo for his help 
in setting up, cleaning & decorating the room this summer! 
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Confirmation 

Our confirmation class of eight students completed their classes and class assignments! Wednesday, 
January 29th our confirmation class visited a church member to serve communion and then enjoyed dinner 
together at the Tom Sawyer diner in Paramus.  Each confirmand was assigned to interview a church 
member (prayer partner) to learn more about one another and were also encouraged to send cards of 
encouragement during the month of March to church members. Our eight confirmand’s were brought before 
Session to be examined and to read their statements of faith via zoom on June 9th. Also in June our eight 
confirmation students were installed as new members! Congratulation to our class of 2020:  Isabella Burger, 
Francesca Feltman, Patrick Edelback, William Rae, Madeline Santangelo, Amanda Schnure, Colden Tobias 
and William Yates! So proud of them!   

Youth Group:  

At the end of 2019, I resigned as Youth Leader for the middle and high school youth group.  At the last 
annual meeting, I announced my resignation with the hope that we find a way to find a new youth leader 
or youth minister for our middle and high school students.  While we looked for a new staff member to 
fill this role, I offered to continue hosting a few events with the students in the interim. The pandemic put 
a pause in our plans, both financially and physically, as we needed to protect our funds and social 
distance. 
 
In 2020 the following events were scheduled: 
 
1/26/2020 - Denim Day - $667 raised - 7 Students 
2/28/20 - Cooking for St. Pauls - 8 Students 
3/29/20 - Zoom - 6 Students 
4/5/20 - FB  Recording - Palm Cross Making with Paul Eliya  
7/19-7/26 - Almost Heaven Habitat Mission Trip - 20 registered - cancelled due to COVID 
9/18/20 - Circle Chat - cancelled, no attendees 
9/26/20 - Movie Night Outdoors - cancelled, no attendees 
10/10/20 - Stone Painting - 4 Students  
10/25/20 - Pumpkin Carving - 4 Students 
12/24/20 - Christmas Pageant - great participation and fantastic job and over 100 views! 
 
I plan on scheduling a few activities between now and March and will revisit what we can do once the 
weather warms up. 
 

Mission  

• February 8, confirmation students worked on assembling bookcases for our “Habitat family” and 
took part in worship at our second Saturday worship service. Parents of the confirmands provided 
supper, a delicious meal! It was a wonderful and meaningful event. 

• Souper Bowl of Caring sponsored by our Christian Education and Growth Committees who worked 
together with our High School students to serve soup to our members and collect money in soup 
pots $700.00 was raised to support Evas Village in Paterson NJ.  

• Fall Food sponsored by our CE committee. Over 30 bags of non-perishable food items were 
collected through the month of November to support Social Service Association of Ridgewood. 

• Our Mitten Tree was placed in our Sanctuary thru the month of December, sponsored by CE, we 
received many donated scarves, hats, gloves and mittens which supports Center for Food Action in 
Mahwah! CFA distributes these gifts all throughout the winter months! They will surely bring great 
warmth and be a great comfort to many! 
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Adult Education: 

• The Walk- Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 
o Pastor Bruce led a Bible study through books and video presentations by pastor and 

author Adam Hamilton. In it, he points to five spiritual practices or disciplines which 
are modeled by Jesus in his walk with God.  He encourages how to deepen one’s own 
walk with God by exploring  practices of worship, study, service, giving and sharing 
one’s faith. Meetings were offered twice a week at 6:00 p.m. on Mondays and 12:15 
p.m. on Wednesdays.  

 

• Living into the Beloved Community 
o Pastor Bruce led seven sessions of video inspired zoom conversations about the 

realities of race and racism. They explored how they affect ourselves, families, 
congregations and communities — even the ways we live out our faith and how we can 
move through racialized differences toward becoming God’s beloved community. 
Meetings were offered on Wednesday Evenings 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. September 16 – 
October 28, 2020. With invited guest speaker Rev. Mack Brandon Metropolitan 
A.M.E. Zion Church, Ridgewood on October 28th.  

 

• Advent Bible study 
o Pastor Bruce led a four-part Bible study offered on the Zoom platform. A one-hour study at 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16 and 23. Using a curriculum offered by The 
Thoughtful Christian, explored were familiar biblical passages through the lens of gifts. 
Embedded in these passages are gifts that God longs to give us and deeply desires for us to 
receive. They are the gifts of peace, justice, joy and salvation. 

 

 
It has been an interesting, challenging and meaningful year throughout 2020. Though it was a 
year filled with uncertainty, challenges and trials, there were so many blessings that brought us 
through. The outpour of compassion and caring around us was immeasurable. We experienced so 
many selfless acts of giving! We enjoyed outdoor events and had the opportunity to come 
together in the fellowship of Christ. Distanced and wearing masks, of course! These challenging 
times did not in any way alter or waver the love and encouragement First Pres members and 
families shared with one another. So, as we reflect on this year 2020, we will remember the 
many blessings that we received throughout this year with a spirit of thankfulness. Praise God 
from whom ALL blessings flow.  
 
In Christ,      
 
MaryEllen Castaldo & our Christian Ed Committee 
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Highlights of 2020 with our First Pres. Youth  
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Highlights of 2020 with our First Pres. Youth  
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First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ 

Technology Committee Report for 2020 

Co-chairs:  Jill Critchley, Sami Eliya  

January 08, 2021 

Committee Business: 
We need to tap into any talent available to us within our church members and 
friends.  As of October 1, 2020, Jill Critchley joined the committee which was a 
very welcomed event. 
 
Committee 2020 Accomplishments: 
1- LiveStream Equipment with a new technical support Staff person. 
  
As the COVID pandemic took hold and the church had to shut its doors to in 
person worship in March 2020, Jessica Strader stepped up and launched pre-
recorded services to be broadcast initially on Facebook then on a YouTube 
channel setup for First Pres.  As the July 26 date for the first in person worship 
approached, we had to quickly find equipment mostly from friend’s homes, 
laptops, cameras and microphones and someone with technical experience to 
commit to the LiveStream operation every Sunday.  We hired David Ciccolella as 
our active First Pres website administrator. Dave has covered the LiveStream 
every Sunday since then.   
Soon enough we realized that we need to purchase a professional camera system 
for our LiveStreams.  DiBella music, our sound system vendor with a long standing 
relationship with churches and school systems provided us with new cameras and 
LiveSteam miscellaneous equipment and installation.   
Equipment Procured at a one time cost of approx $16,000* 

- 2 PTZ Wall Mount 20X zoom 365 degree rotation remote control cameras 
- Camera Controller Software 
- Worship Software 
- Personal Desktop Computer and a monitor to run the camera and worship 

software 
- New Digital board with an iPad handheld control 
- 2 New head microphones for Pastor Bruce 
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- Design and one time installation labor costs 
 
Operating costs  

- Approx $4000 for 5 months in 2020 (about $800 a month) for the tech 
support person to operate and LiveStream the worship service on Sundays 
and special services. 

*NOTE:  We are fortunate that $3,600 out of the $15,000 were donated towards 
the purchase of a new digital sound system for the church 
 
 
 
Below are some pictures of our new equipment installed this past year: 
 

Figure 1. 2 Rotating 20X zoom capability High Definition Cameras mounted on the beam bases non-
intrusive to the beauty of the sanctuary 

 
Figure 2. A new head microphone and a PC monitor showing the worship software that is 
LiveStreamed over the internet. 
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Figure 3. New Digital board to control the sound input from the sanctuary microphones and a 
handheld iPad to handle the controls wirelessly. 

  

 
Figure 4. Sami Eliya, David Ciccollela, Leo Magrath all involved in the operation of the new equipment. 
 
2- Social Media Policy, adopted by Session on September 8, 2020 
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At First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood NJ, we know that online social platforms are  
constantly transforming the way we interact, and we recognize the importance of the Internet is 
shaping the public view of our church’s mission to the world. These platforms currently in use 
are: 

-  Website: FirstPresRidgewood.org 
-  WIX messaging that is tied to website subscribers 
-  Blogs 
- Three Facebook platforms in use: The First Pres Group, The First Pres Facebook Page 

and Pastor Bruce’s Facebook page 
- YouTube videos on the FirstPresRidgewood YouTube Channel 
- Photo Sharing whether on Facebook or the website. 
- Email lists 
- Calendar of Events 
- Lawn Sign, Flags and Banners 
- Print Ads 
- Press Releases (submitted stories) 

 
The Technology committee and 2 session members wrote up a Social Media policy, approved 
by session and placed into effect. We are committed to support church members and staff’s 
right to interact responsibly and knowledgeably on the internet through the above mentioned 
platforms to share and learn from others in order to build a valuable online community. 
 
3- Continue support for the First Pres Website:  www.FirstPresRidgewood.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

http://www.firstpresridgewood.org/


 
 
 
 
Support includes: 

- Weekly updates to events, links to LiveStreams and past copies of services 
and special pre-recorded videos produced by Jessica Strader. 

- Monthly publishing of the FirstPres newsletter. 
- Perform website technical updates and subscription upkeep 

Please note that we are always looking for ideas to post on the website.   
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4- Continue support for the Nursery School website:  www.FPNSR.com 

 

 
 
 
5- Facebook  

In 2020 we created a new Facebook page for the church under the name 
“First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ” with 173 followers and 
counting to reflect the church’s official business, events and photos. Per 
social media policy postings have to be approved by the head of staff and 
or the office staff.   
 
At the same time we maintained the old Facebook  Group renamed to 
“Ridgewood First Presbyterian Church Members and Friends”.  This group 
of 233 members is open to members and friends of First Pres to post and 
comment.  However Posting governance is exercised by the administrators 
of the group, church head of staff and office staff in accordance with the 
newly adopted Social Media policy.  Any content unrelated to church 
activities will be removed. 
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6- ZOOM Video Conferencing Capability 

The COVID pandemic has enabled all to quickly learn how to zoom.  The 
committee obtained an annual license for $150/year for a Pro Zoom plan 
that will support up to 100 participants in a single meeting, meetings up to 
30 hours in duration and Social Media streaming capability.  The Zoom 
function has been extensively in use since the end of March 2020 by church 
staff, members and friends.  Session, Deacon, Staff meetings as well as the 
weekly coffee hour are done by Zoom. 
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Below are usage statistical information from the Zoom Portal in 2020: 

 
 
7- Provide support to the staff with email and other computer issues. 

We lean on our annual $230 subscription with the Geek Squad at the 
Paramus Best Buy for hardware and software support to the office 
computers at the church. 
 

8- Office Equipment 
No new computer equipment was purchased in 2020. The service 
agreement with Best Buy Geek Squad works very well for all church 
computers to diagnose and repair software and hardware.  
 

6- WiFi Service  
Private WiFi was first installed in the church in the 2nd half of 2017 to 
provide coverage to the church campus including the Office and Nursery 
School building, the McClure, Minima rooms, the Auditorium, Library and 
Chapel.  The sanctuary space was added this summer by the contractor  
from DiBella music.  We added wiring runs to a new WiFi unit in the 
sanctuary at the same time when we ran wiring to the new LiveStream 
cameras. 
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7- Sound System 

Many thanks to our sound system team of Leo McGrath, Dana Verrill and 
Alex Cascardo that ran our sound system this year.  Even though sound 
system equipment in the back of the church remained functional, it was an 
older analog technology and did not integrate well with the new Internet 
LiveStream system.   Thankfully to anonymous caring donors, a new $3400 
sound system was donated which now regulates both the sound within the 
sanctuary walls AND the sound being streamed to the internet.   
The old CD system to record the sermons was phased out, today we can go 
to the First Pres website to view and listen not only to the sermons but to 
the entire service. 
 

2021 Goals and Visions: 
Some of our goals  are: 

- Install a security system with cameras and bell alarms. 
- Purchase and install a backup PC and monitor to the existing 

LiveStream PC. This will ensure if there is a PC crash and do not have 
the LiveStream, the service can still be recorded and posted on the 
website.  

- Purchase a hardwired board to run the camera system which is 
technically more reliable than a PC prone to system crashes and 
reboots. 

- Train volunteers to assist with running the LiveStreams on Sundays. 
- Add a “Donate Now” button on the First Pres website for electronic 

donations and weekly offerings. 
- Advertisements on Facebook and other social media platforms. 
- Storage and backup equipment to store electronic church files. 
- Continue to improve our social media and LiveStream posture to best 

reflect First Pres. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jill Critchley, Sami Eliya 
Technology Committee co-chairs 
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The First Presbyterian Church 
Property Committee Report 

 
The Property Committee oversees the Church and manse properties. The Committee handles the 
maintenance of the properties both inside and outside. The Committee reacts to repairs needed to keep 
the properties in working order. The Committee also oversees the improvements approved by the 
Session using the Haffey Estate fund. Here is the list of items repaired or replaced in the past year of 
2020. 
 
The following projects were completed: 
 

• Painting of McClure room by Trinity  Church  
• Dishwasher repair in the Church kitchen  
• Pump for heating system  
• Accessibility ramp outside the Sanctuary   
• Newly built Nursery School director’s office 
• New pew cushions  
• Air conditioning of the Nursery School 
• Cleaned out the shed for Nursery School use  
• Repaired alarm system  
• Replaced stone wall by manse sidewalk 

 
The Committee will be looking into the new projects that the Session approves for calendar year 2021. 
Any and all suggestions from members will be considered. Please contact me or any Session member 
with your priority opinions. 
 
 
 
Committee members 
 
Craig Walters,  Chair 
Tom Carozza 
George Wood 
Larry Bonwick 
Frank Pastor 
Dennis Ax 
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Deacon Annual Report-2020 

 

There are 16 Active Deacons serving on the board for 2020-2021 Term.  They are Kathleen 
Barkho (co-chair of Reception Committee), Bonnie Brooks (co-chair of Communion Committee), 
Joanne Bonwick, Linda Cascardo (vice moderator), Greta Croucher (co-chair of Communion 
Committee), Janie Dear, Sue Dickinson (moderator and co-chair of Visitation Committee), John 
Eliya, Sue Fischer (co-chair of Reception Committee), Carolyn Kosten, Robert Morris (treasurer), 
Mary Shaw (chair of Care Committee and Flowers and co-chair of Visitation Committee)   Britt 
Tunick, Nancy Walters (secretary) and Rodger Yaden (co-chair Communion Committee).  
Christine Tobias, previous moderator, has moved to North Carolina.  We miss her cheerful 
guidance and wish her Godspeed. 

In September we welcomed Greta Croucher, Carolyn Kosten, and Rodger Yaden as new Board 
Members and thanked the retiring Deacons for their dedicated service:  Diane Eliya, Victoria 
Schnure, and Sue Sofka. Our Board change-over took place in September of this year rather 
than in the spring due to the COVID 19.  We thought it would be a good idea to keep the 
previous board active through the summer. 

The Deacon board has been meeting monthly on Zoom even through the summer. We have 
continued to focus on ways to reach out to the congregation, particularly in this time of 
isolation.  We sent notes and cards, made phone calls, and delivered chancel flowers and 
holiday plants when appropriate. We prayed daily for our congregation. The Caring Cooks made 
and delivered 32 meals. In person Communion procedures have changed due to COVID 19.  We 
have transitioned to individually packaged elements. 

The Deacons’ pantry, which we started last year, was not being accessed during COVID, so the 
food was given to Paterson Habitat for Humanity and to Ridgewood Social Service. Our thanks 
go to Donna Flagg and Mary Ellen Castaldo for expediting this donation. 

The Deacons’ Emergency Fund is used by Pastor Bruce to confidentially help people with a 
specific need.  Thank you to all members of the congregation who have given so generously. 
Your gifts have made a difference in people’s lives! 

Thank you to all the dedicated members of the Board of the Deacons and to all those who 
support our efforts, in particular the Caring Cooks group and the Visitation Committee for their 
time and contributions to these special ministries. 

Sue Dickinson, Moderator 
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First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, New Jersey 

Nominating Committee Annual Report for 2020 
Anita Hutton, Chair 

Elder Representative: Lew Dickinson Deacon Representative: Sue Fischer 
Congregation-at-Large: Carol Davidson, Jeanine Jamieson, David Shaw, Marcia Unger 

“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,  
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”   Ephesians 4:16 (NIV) 

 
The Nominating Committee is an elected body of the congregation that has the responsibility to 
provide for the leadership of the church. It does this through the search and selection of church 
officers for election by the congregation. It is chaired by an elder and comprises an elder and deacon 
representative along with members at-large elected from the congregation.  The committee typically 
begins its work in February to develop a slate of officers for election at a Congregational Meeting held 
in May.   

This year, COVID-19 and the ensuing global pandemic required us to react, respond and adapt in ways 
we never could have anticipated.  Through God’s guidance, our church leadership endeavored to 
navigate this ever-changing landscape and voted at May’s Session meeting to pause the nominating 
process until the dynamics and impacts of the pandemic could be assessed. At that time, the terms of 
retiring officers were extended for 3 months for Session and Deacons to meet throughout the summer.  

On Sunday, September 20th, the Congregation Meeting was able to be safely called for the election of 
new officers. After worship, a live and streamed hybrid meeting was held to elect: Elder Class of 2023-
Robin Byrne, Andy Castaldi, Jill Critchley, Steven Dear, Rick Friedl, Sandy Santangelo. Deacon Class of 
2023-Bonnie Brooks, Greta Croucher, Carolyn Kosten, Rodger Yaden. Congregation-At-Large 
Nominating Committee members: Carol Davidson, Jeanine Jamieson, David Shaw, Marcia Unger. The 
Ordination and Installation of Officers was held on Sunday, October 11th and was also a hybrid event 
for those unable to join in person. Our committee would like to welcome our new officers and thank 
them for so graciously accepting to serve during such a challenging time.  

Thanks goes out to retiring Elder Suzy McDevitt, Deacons Sue Sofka, Diane Eliya, Victoria Schnure and 
Britt Tunick for willingly extending their service beyond their terms.  The Committee is also especially 
grateful for the leadership and wise guidance of Session and Pastor Bruce Ballantine.  

The Nominating Committee will begin its work in early 2021 to recruit members to fill vacancies on 
Session, the Board of Deacons and Nominating Committee.  If you are interested in serving or placing 
someone’s name in nomination, please contact Anita Hutton, Chair, or a member of this committee.   
We ask you to continue to keep First Pres and our committee in your prayers asking for God’s guidance 
as we endeavor to nominate leaders who are called to fulfill the mission of Jesus Christ and the church.  

                  Respectfully submitted by: Anita Hutton, Chair 2020 
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Leadership of First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ  
2020-2021 

 
 

Officers of The Corporation of The Board of Trustees 
President – Richard Davies         Vice-President – Craig Walters 
Treasurer – Andy Castaldi Secretary/Clerk – Joan Davies   
 

Pastor/Head of Staff – Rev. Bruce Ballantine 
                

 
Elders of Session: Robin Byrne, Andy Castaldi, Jill Critchley, Richard Davies, Steven Dear, 
Carola DiIorio, Sami Eliya, Donna Flagg, Rick Friedl, Anita Hutton, Laura Magrath, Sandy 
Santangelo, Linda Strickland and Craig Walters. 
 
Board of Deacons:  Kathleen Barkho, Bonnie Brooks, Joanne Bonwick, Linda Cascardo, 
Greta Croucher, Janie Dear, Sue Dickinson (Moderator), John Eliya, Sue Fisher, Carolyn 
Kosten, Robert Morris, Mary Shaw, Christine Tobias, Nancy Walters, Rodger Yaden 
 
Nominating Committee:  Carol Davidson, Lew Dickinson, Sue Fischer, Anita Hutton 
(Chair), Jeanine Jamieson, David Shaw and Marcia Unger. 
 
Standing Committees of Session: 
Christian Education     Nursery School 
Finance/Stewardship    Personnel 
Growth/Hospitality    Property 
Mission      Technology     
Worship & Arts  
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will  
reap a harvest if we do not give up” Galatians 6:9 (NIV)  
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Growth and Hospitality 2020 Report 
Committee: Sandy Santangelo, Sami Eliya, Sue Sofka, Linda Strickland, Kate Yates, 
Brit Tunick, Linda Cascardo and Cynthia Rae 
 
The past year has been very challenging for us all, causing us to ask many questions. 
For growth and hospitality our biggest one was, How do we safely gather during a 
pandemic?  Well where there’s a will, there’s a way.  Let’s face it Presbyterians are a 
social bunch and nothing will stop us! So with that I give you our year in review, a bit 
different from years past but still filled with fellowship and smiles a plenty (even under 
masks).  
 
Souper Bowl of Caring- Feb. 2nd  
In a joint mission to raise money for Eva’s Village, the growth committee joined forces 
with Christian Ed and fed a hungry congregation a variety of soups, chili and 
cornbread.  By the end of the event most pots were empty and bellies full! Once again 
our congregation donated heartily to help those in our community in need. 
 
Lenten Supper- March 4th 
The growth committee provided a “Breakfast for Dinner” meal for the last Lenten Supper 
before the shut down due to COVID.  It was a nice time, heavily attended- so much so 
that we were close to running out of food! A great evening of sharing, we look forward to 
hosting in 2021. 
 
Produce Mission- July 5th-Nov 22  
Produce mission has historically been classified under “mission” this year's turn of 
events changed it to be a sort of a Growth event.  Many of the growth members helped 
to keep the mission running for it’s 21 Sunday’s. The mission was one of the few 
community projects we could do safely during COVID and it became a time of 
connecting with church members. Table to Table was very happy to receive our weekly 
donations as the number of food insecure families in our community has risen 
dramatically. 
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Pizza and Pop-  Oct.11 
In an attempt to have a safe social event, Pizza 
and Pop was born. Tents were set up in the 
parking lot, with games, pizza, popcorn and pop 
music via a record player the party was 
on.  Chairs were spaced out and masks were 
worn and all felt safe in our social in person 
gathering.  We look forward to hosting this 
event in the future, bigger and better- where we 
can all gather to sing and dance in celebration. 
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Celebration of Light- Dec.5th 

 
This celebration is sure to be the first of many to come.  This was a joint, joint event with 
the Re-entry task force, Christian Ed and Growth all coming together to plan and 
execute the evening. Luminaries were lit, lights were strung, fire pits put out a giant tree 
was aglow for this Celebration of Light.  There were carols being sung (with masks 
worn), hot cocoa and cider being enjoyed and a festive mood by all who were in 
attendance. A truly magical night to start the holiday season in motion. Mark your 
calendar for next year as this event will be an annual tradition. 
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Virtual Bake Sale and    
 
Festive Wear Contest- Dec. 13 
In an effort to save our wonderful Camp Lots of Fun holiday bake sale, Kate Yates 
came up with a wonderful idea- go virtual. On Dec. 13 we all got on a zoom call to 
watch an amazing video done by Jessica Strader featuring photos from years of bake 
sales and photos of Camp Lots of Fun. Mary Shaw spoke about Camp Lots of Fun and 
the history of the bake sale. Our church came together and donated what they would 
have ordinarily spent on the bake sale, baking and buying and raised $1500! This will 
be enough money to sponsor three children to attend Camp Lots of Fun. (no weight was 
gained during this virtual event:) To get everyone in the spirit Santa was in attendance 
to  
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judge a festive wear contest. Joe Suplicki and Jessica Strader were the big winners 
wearing their holiday finest. Jess even had a holiday sweater with her cat on it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoom Coffee Hour- March 22- present 
Thanks to Sami and Diane Eliya the famous First Presbyterian Church Coffee Hour 
hasn’t missed a beat during COVID. Best of all you can attend in your pj’s! It has been a 
great way for members to keep in touch and up to date with everyone. This wonderful 
program will continue so grab your coffee/tea mug and join us. 
 

 
 
So that wraps up 2020, stay tuned for many exciting programs and events in 2021 from 
your Growth and Hospitality Committee.  
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Personnel Committee 

2020 Activity 

 

MISSION:  The mission of the Personnel Committee is to develop, implement and insure 
adherence to personnel policies, and further the employment and retention of a competent staff 
that is responsible for the day-to-day needs of the church and the fulfillment of its ministries.  

FUNCTION:  The committee closely coordinates personnel and salary administration matters, 
including: budget recommendations, position descriptions, performance goals, evaluations, 
employment, exit interviews, and participation in other church committees.   

Committee Members: 

Andy Castaldi, Chairman               Margorie Vanacore 

Joseph Suplicki                                Craig Walters 

Sue Fisher                                         Pastor Bruce Ballantine  

Carola Di Lorio 

Key 2020 Activities: 

• Participated in the selection of a Pastor. 
• Reviewed and participated terms of call for the new Pastor 2020. 
• Reviewed evaluations for Church Staff members for 2019. 
• Hired new staff member for Nursery School to comply with State and County Covid 

19 regulations 
• Conducted exit interviews for Teachers not returning for 1920-21. 
• Participated in the process of offering new contracts to Nursery School Staff for 

2020-21. inclusive of Covid 19 clause.  
• Completed an Employee Policy Manual currently under final review.  

 

Staff Appreciation: 

• Comments 
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Troop 5 2020 Annual Report 

In 2020, Troop 5 continued the tradition of providing Scouts with opportunities and experiences that help them to 
learn leadership skills, build character, and experience the importance of giving back to the community. There are 
more than 50 Scouts registered in the Troop, ranging in age from 11 – 17.   

We would like to thank the First Presbyterian community for their continued support and especially thank Mary 
Ellen Castaldo, Dana Feeney and Pastor Bruce for their guidance in 2020. We are looking forward to continuing 
the Scouting traditions at First Presbyterian in 2021. 

The adult leadership at Troop 5 includes: 
Troop Committee Assistant Scoutmasters 

Tom Connors Scoutmaster David Bock Rocco Orlando 
David Clark Committee Chairman Jack Glynn Marcus Rivera 
Gina Butler Treasurer Craig Fenster Ronald Chillemi 
Melissa Rivera Advancement Chair Mark DeAngelis Michael McGrath 
Susan Harrison Eagle Scout Ceremony Robert Moomjy  
 

 

This year, of course, was not without its challenges due to the COVID-19 virus.  The above picture of Troop 5 
Scouts as a whole is from 2019, not 2020, because since March 2020 we have been unable to gather indoors in a 
similar fashion as a large group. 

In early 2020, prior to the pandemic, Troop 5 conducted its regular meetings and usual activities, such as outdoor 
hiking and camping, and participation in the Ridgewood School District’s Super Science Saturday. 
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Faced with the challenges created by the COVID-19 pandemic, Troop 5 adjusted and has been able largely to 
continue the Troop’s scouting program.  We had to curtail our in-person meetings and instead hold our meetings 



either outdoors rather than indoors or via Zoom calls, according to public health guidelines.  We have continued 
to have scouts practice leadership and teaching skills, earn merit badges, and progress through rank 
advancement.  In March and April, Troop 5 had “virtual campouts” with scouts pitching tents in their own yards 
and convening via Zoom call.  Unfortunately, traditional weeks of sleep-away summer camp were cancelled, but 
older Scouts were able to experience a weeklong high adventure canoe trip in the Adirondack Mountains where 
they worked together as a team to navigate a 50 mile / 5 day trip. 

 

When guidelines permitted, the Scouts were able to gather and experience outdoor activities ranging from hiking, 
camping, and canoeing under the guidance of our adult leadership and with appropriate safety measures (masks, 
distancing, limited numbers of attendees).   

 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest rank in Scouting and in February 2020, Troop 5 was honored to add Jonah 
Bock, Andrew Hartigan, Ryan Rhew and Adam Bock to the Troop 5 Eagle Scout ranks. A key part of earning the 
Eagle rank is to develop and lead a service project. Benefits to the community achieved through their service 
projects included an outdoor social space with benches for the Share House in Ridgewood; a “relaxation zone” for 
students at George Washington Middle School to decompress and alleviate anxiety; a landscaping and  
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beautification project at Ridgewood High School, and three new interactive experiments for Super Science 
Saturday. 

 

Scouts also learned the value of giving back to the community through supporting the annual Gold Star Mother’s 
Day event, donating gifts to the Valley Hospital Pediatric wing at Christmas time, and various Eagle Scout projects.   
In these pursuits, the Scouts have learned the importance of being hands on, helping others, and giving with their 
hearts. 
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Church Office 
Dana Feeney, Administrative Manager 

 

2020 was a very different year in the Church Office. 

The office went from buzzing with volunteers to silence.  

During the lockdown, the office was frequented only when necessary.  As the 
pandemic continued, my responsibilities changed.  When Carolyn Reitz departed, 
there were financial duties that were normally handled by volunteer counters and 
the Treasurer that had to be performed on a weekly basis. 

I learned new skills out of necessity.  All deposits are copied for accuracy and I 
used the drive-thru next to the bank window for fear of precious tithes getting 
stuck in a tube.  I had to think 10 steps ahead in order to help. 

I am extremely thankful to Jessica Strader for absorbing the task of creating the 
bulletin for on-line use.  My job was to disseminate the bulletins and any other 
communications that kept the congregation engaged while staying safe at home. 

On a personal note, I cannot thank the Re-Entry Task Force enough.  Your 
willingness to allow the RHS Football team to dine in our back lot for several 
Thursdays meant the world to the team.  They were able to experience a little bit of 
normalcy and won every time after these dinners.  They showed their appreciation 
by collectively helping remove old cushions from the Sanctuary to make room for 
new ones.  The cushions were heavy and dusty but they were no match for these 
boys. 

On another personal note, as a “Pandemic Producer”, I also thank the Re-Entry 
Task Force for the use of the church for Jamboree 2021.  We re-invented the show 
on a daily basis but the church was always there to host rehearsals.  All COVID 
precautions were taken and no one was exposed.  The church was a blessing on 
every level.   Jamboree showed appreciation by giving the church a free, full size, 
color, page ad in their virtual journal.  
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                 2020 Statistical Report  
 

         Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 
 

 
Total Membership as of January 1, 2019: 324 

     
Losses:  
Deletions -0      
Transfers -1                  
Deaths -7                       

                        
            Additions:      
  Profession of Faith  -8    
  Reaffirmation of Faith -2                
  Letters of Transfer -0              
                  
 
 Total Membership as of December 31, 2020: 326 
 
   Baptisms - 1        Weddings - 0 

 
         

          Members who entered into God’s Eternal Kingdom in 2020 
 

  James Willey, Katherine Sechrist, Glenn Reitmeier 
  Bruce Crocco, Phyllis Crocco, Laura Fleming, Joy Maffei 
 

 
Confirmation students received in 2020 
 
Isabella Burger, Patrick Edelbach, Francesca Feltmann, William Rae 
Maddie Santangelo, Amanda Schnure, Colden Tobias, Will Yates 
 

 
 
 
Submitted by Joan Davies 

            Clerk of Session 
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Living Water Church, Ridgewood, NJ 
For Arabic Speaking Followers of Christ 

 
Report to First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ  

by 
Sam Barkho 
Sami Eliya 

 
January 18th, 2021 

 

2020 Summary: 

The Arabic language Living Water Church with a relationship with First Pres since 
1978 is alive and well with the grace of our Lord.  Like everyone else in our 
community, local and remote, 2020 was a tough year to  all of us and especially to  
our relatives and loved ones in the Middle East that had to endure hardship a 
hundred fold more than our community in the US.  The ongoing issues of civil 
unrest, refugees, add to it this year a major Beirut explosion with 300,000 
displaced internal refugees, ISIS induced fires to Christian owned farmlands and 
crops in Northeast Syria and a COVID pandemic with very limited medical 
resources.  A constant reminder of all the blessings bestowed upon in the USA, 
liberty, especially the freedom of worship, and of course our gratefulness to our  
relationship with First Pres, Ridgewood. 
 
It is worth noting that one of our founders and pillars Mr. Mufid Basna (aka 
Murph) has been called to rejoin with our heavenly Father.  Last April 4th, 2020, 
we suddenly lost Mufid due to a massive stroke sustained with his wife Ramzia 
Eliya-Basna by his side on their move-in day to a new condo in Waldwick after 
downsizing and the sale of their home.  He is survived by his wife and 3 daughters 
and their families.   We greatly miss Mufid and his dedication to the Living Waters 
ministry. 
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The late Mufid Basna and wife Ramzia Eliya in the doorway of their new home (March 2020) 

Weekly Services (pre-Covid): 

● Sunday Evening Service: Held either 5:00pm or 6:00pm on Sundays 
consisting of worship hymns, scripture readings, Pastor Fikry preaching or a 
guest speaker, post worship fellowship, with desserts and beverages 
served. Approximately 50 weekly of Arabic speaking native tongue regularly 
attended. 

 
                A typical pre COVID Sunday evening worship service in First Pres Chapel  
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● Friday Evening Bible Study: Held at 7:00 pm on Fridays in the chapel, 
attended by 20 or more people on average who come to listen to Bible 
teaching by the Pastor and participate in discussion and raising questions 
about various subjects and theological issues. 

● Special Saturday Speaker Series: This is when we invite renowned 
evangelical Arabic speakers invited to speak in the First Pres auditorium for 
this purpose. In 2020 we had none due to the COVID pandemic. 

Church Activities - During COVID: 

● Weekly Worship continued remotely via conference call is led by Pastor 
Fikri on Sundays 5 PM or 6 PM. Last  September 2020 we were granted 
approval by First Pres to meet in the auditorium instead of the chapel to 
allow for social distancing.  Our average in person attendance is 15-20 in 
person and another 10 to 15 on the conference call. 

 
Seating Configuration to allow for Social Distancing 

● Weekly Friday evening bible study over conference call 
● Prayer Tuesdays, where a hotline for prayer requests is answered all day 

every Tuesday. 
● Syrian crisis direct relief - Church attendees have donated over $2,000 in 

2020 to directly help Christian farmers  in Northeast Syria that lost their 
crop in the past summer due to fires perpetrated by ISIS sympathizers in  
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● the area.  This is a reminder of the existential struggle our brothers and 
sisters in the faith face in the Middle East on a daily basis. 

● Thanksgiving care packages (sandwiches and snacks) were distributed to 
the in-person attendees on the Sunday before Thanksgiving when 
traditionally a potluck dinner is held in the first Pres dining room.  Also  
packages were dropped off at several shut in homes.  

 
          2019 Pre-COVID Annual Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner held on Sunday before Thanksgiving  

Church Committee:  

In addition to Pastor Fikry who leads the church through his preaching, teaching , 
and counseling, there is a Church Committee of members who have volunteered 
their time and efforts to serve the church in the financial, organizational, and 
arrangement of special holidays and other occasions such as inviting a guest 
speaker or Christian worship  singers. 

Currently the committee consists of the following members: 

1. Mr Fikri Farag, Pastor 
2. Mrs. Ramzia Eliya-Basna – Heads the welcoming committee 
3. Mr. Nabeel Hajal – Music, and finance 
4. Mr. Zuheir Basna – Record keeping and external relations 
5. Mr. Sam Barkho - Committee member representing First Pres. 
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Pastor Fikry Farag (Pre-COVID picture) 

LWC Demographics: 

● Economic Demographic: LWC attendees are typically middle class including 
doctors, dentists, engineers, lawyers, construction contractors, car 
mechanics, jewelers, business owners, that live in Bergen, Passaic, and 
Rockland counties. At times visitors from Brooklyn, Queens and Staten 
Island take the trip over for worship. 

● National Origin Demographic: LWC  attendees are Arabic language  
speaking US Citizens and legal immigrants (green card holders) including 
some recent Syrian refugees.  The members pride themselves in the fact  
that they have  roots in Middle Eastern Christian communities dating back 
to the times of Christ and the apostles, predating the advent of Islam to 
those areas.  Today these Christian communities exist in Arabic speaking 
countries of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel-Palestine, and Egypt with 
numbers dwindling due to constant emigration of the youth to Europe, the 
Americas and Australia.  Many LWC members maintain ties to their 
relatives overseas.  

37 



 

 

Sincerely Submitted by: 

Sam Barkho, Committee member, LWC, and member First Pres Ridgewood. 

Sami Eliya, First Pres. Session Liaison to Living Water Church 
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Mission 

 
In the years prior to 2020, the Mission Committee had been run by Session, deciding how to 
spend benevolences, spreading the funding among our brothers and sisters near and far.  The few 
years that Session presided over Mission allowed us to think about who we are – the feet, hands, 
and heart of Jesus Christ.  In 2018 the Mission Study used that foundation to write our Mission 
Statement, “We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with 
others –  with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts In 
fellowship and faith.” 
 
At the beginning of 2020, Joan Davies, Rick Friedl, and I met with Pastor Bruce to start a new 
Mission Committee; one with purpose and thoughtful actions.  We have since brought Robin 
Byrne onto our committee and in December; Robin and I became co-chairs of the First Pres 
Mission Committee. We began to look at what organizations we contribute to and whether they 
fell into the “hands”, “feet” or “heart” category.  We bucketed the organizations into 3H’s – 
Hunger, Homes, and Humanity.  What we found is that we are very involved in housing and 
hunger programs but needed more support in the humanity category. In the upcoming year, not 
only will we be looking into more humanity activities, we hope to change our name from “The 
Mission Committee” to one that encompasses mission, peace and justice, as well as being a team, 
not just a committee. Our purpose is simple: 
 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. (John 13:34) 
Our purpose is to inspire members to share their time, gifts and resources to reflect Christ’s love 
in our community and beyond and to inform and educate our congregation as we strive to heed 
God’s word by working for justice and promoting peace.  

 
We had originally budgeted $20,000 for Mission at the end of 2019 for 2020 with an additional 
$20,000 of the Haffey Estate but when the pandemic hit, we needed to cut the General Fund 
expenses and only use the Haffey Estate fund.  Fortunately, the Haffey Estate left us enough 
money to still make a difference for those less fortunate than us and we used/allotted the funds 
below of the $20,000: 
 

• Social Service Association of Ridgewood - $2,500 
• Paterson Habitat for Humanity - $5,000 
• Johnsonburg Camp & Retreat Center - $1,500 
• Valley Hospital Butterflies Program in honor of Mary Shaw for children in hospice- $500 
• OGHS (added to congregation contributions) - $2,440 
• Interserve USA - $500 
• Habitat Task Force (allotted but not used entirely) - $1,000 
• Will Yates - Ridgewood Cambodia Project - $250 
• Almost Heaven Habitat for Humanity - $3,600 (we did not go on the mission trip but we 

did give the full amount of the trip as a donation) 
• Social Service Association of Ridgewood - $500 (second contribution) 
• Carol Eliya – Youth With A Mission (YWAM) - $500 

Total       $18,290 
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Blessed with $3000 from the Reitmeier Trust towards the end of 2020, the Mission Committee 
set up donations to the following organizations during the holiday season: 

• CUMAC/ECHO - Center of United Methodist Aid to the Community Ecumenically 
concerned helping others - $500 in food/grocery cards 

• Eva's Village - Comprehensive Social Service Organization - $500 in grocery cards 
• Oasis - A Haven for Women and Children - $500 in grocery cards and a toy drive (infants 

to 16 yo) collected at the tree lighting on 12/5/20 
• Center for Food Action - Hunger and Homeless Prevention - $500 in grocery cards 
• St. Paul's Community Development Corporation - Comprehensive, Supportive Social 

Services - $500 in food/grocery cards 
• Heifer International - 2 Water Buffalo for $500 - Water buffalo are gentle giants that 

allow farmers to plant four times as many crops, allowing them to sow fields in days that 
once took weeks to plant by hand. These water buffalo will provide rich milk that is high 
in protein and nutrients. Water buffalo also make farming easier by tilling fields and 
providing fertilizer. People in the marshlands of India, southeastern Asia and parts of 
South America depend on water buffalo more than any other animal. 

The Mission Committee also began working on something BIG - something we have never done 
before.  We are working closely with Paterson Habitat and Session to set up a First Pres Habitat 
Scholarship.  The award would go to a family member of one of the recipients of a Paterson 
Habitat home.  Details are still in process, but this is an amazing outreach that we are excited to 
finalize in 2021. 

Our church’s mission is more than just the money we budget.  We also served our 
community through some amazing volunteers and staff members. 

The Angel Tree for children of incarcerated parents - thanks to our congregation, we were able to 
send 25 children gifts for Christmas. 

Family Promise - not even Covid could stop the First Pres Bake Sale – which was held virtually 
and calorie free! We raised $1,500 for Camp Lots of Fun, which is enough to send 3 homeless 
children to camp this summer. 

Mitten Tree – Hats and mittens were brought to the Center for Food Action in Mahwah 

Fall Food Drive – Food was collected for Ridgewood Social Services 

Deacon Emergency Fund – Mums sale raised over $500 

St. Paul’s Community Center – we continued our St. Paul’s ministry each month, providing a 
meal for the men 12 times in 2020. 

Habitat for Humanity – We held two food/ baby item drives in 2020.  Thank you to Donna Flagg 
and all those who volunteered/contributed to this cause! 

Thank you to everyone who proved that even in a pandemic, we have much to give. 

Jessica Strader - Co-chair of the Mission Committee 
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Endowment Committee of First Presbyterian Church - Annual Report 2020 
 

  2020 A YEAR OF CHALLENGE 
 
The Endowment Fund’s purpose is best defined in the following Old Testament verse: 
  
“There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty” Genesis 45:11 
 
We all hope that we will not suffer five years of famine from the pandemic. The church has struggled financially 
in 2020 and will need our help in 2021 to continue to do the work of our Lord. This is exactly why we continue 
to build the Endowment so that we can maintain our ongoing ability to support the church, and provide monies 
to the Mission Committee to fund their good works as well.  
 
 WHAT WE DID IN 2020 
 
In February, we welcomed Reverend Ellie Johns-Kelley (Ministry Relations Officer of the Presbyterian 
Foundation) to our pulpit. Legacy Sunday featured a sermon on how to discern and share your legacy with the 
church after which Ellie held a workshop to provide additional information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In May, we received great news! Session approved a $140,000 payment to Endowment from the Haffey bequest. 
The Haffey estate directed that part of the bequest was to be spent on mission projects. So the Endowment Fund 
will, in perpetuity, in the name of the Haffey’s, match the annual contribution to Mission from the church. 
Unfortunately, given the pandemic the church was unable to make its planned contribution to mission. However, 
the Endowment Fund did make a $20,000 payment to the Mission committee in the name of the Haffey’s. 

 
In addition we gratefully received in 2020 
• Outright Cash Gifts - $225 
• Tree of Life   $1,000 
• Memorial Gifts - $4,800 
• Green Umbrella Note Card Project - $150 
• Charitable Gift Annuities - $250 
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The Tree of Life gifts were in memory of Jim Willey and Jack Bruckman. 
Memorial Cash Gifts received were for Bruce and Phyllis Crocco, Laura Fleming and Jim Willey.  

We are grateful for these gifts and for the blessings that we will be able to extend to others because of 
them. 

In 2020 we were blessed with strong performance by our funds managed by Romano Brothers, a professional 
money manager, with substantial experience working with endowments funds and non-profit organizations. 
 
So as 2020 closes, the Endowment Fund stands at an all-time high just short of $1.25 million. Very well 
positioned to provide “so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty”. 
 
WHAT WE PLAN TO DO IN 2021 
 
Endowment has already, in January, made a $75,000 contribution to the church. In addition should further 
funding be required by the church endowment is committed to provide an additional $75,000.  
 
These payments are in excess of our normal guidelines which state: 
 “Each year the committee uses cash interest, dividends, and market appreciation from the prior year for support 
of grants and adding to principal.  The committee's policy relating to the General Fund and the Lois Grey Youth 
Fund is to make available for grants the lesser of total income or 4.5% of year-end assets.  Under terms of the 
Lois Grey will, income available for youth programs cannot exceed 5.5% of the market value of that fund” 
 
Given the circumstances and our financial good-fortune in 2020 we are grateful to be able to help. 
What better purpose can there be than to support Christ’s ministry?  
 
We continue to encourage members and friends of the church to ensure the future advancement of the Kingdom 
of God by the devotion of their material resources through gifts, devices, and bequests to the church.  The Fund 
is intended to provide members and friends with a way to support the church using planned and estate gifts.  
 
 To this end we will introduce new additions to the Tree of Life in the form of “Doves” which will fly over the 
tree. “Patron Doves” will be placed to honor deceased members of the church who have given significant time 
and effort to the church. “Donor Doves” will be given in recognition of donors making bequests of between 
$25,000 and $49,999. Finally “Benefactor Doves” will be given for anyone giving $50,000 or more. 
 
We look forward to the time we can celebrate both the placement of the doves and being all together again. 
 

We will continue the Green Umbrella initiative   with new categories for giving. 
 
I would like to thank our dedicated, talented and committed members: 
 
 Laura Magrath, Dave Shaw, Don Dexter, Joanne Bonwick, and Al Schagen.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Davies, Chair 
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December 2020

GENERAL FUNDS
Year end 2019 TFR Jan to Contributions Disbursements Year to Date Market Value 

ASSETS Market Value December Gain (Loss) 31‐Dec

TD Bank Checking 35,420$           (75,000)$         146,425$              (17,707)$                   89,138$          
‐$                 

Investment & Loan Fund 3,810$              27$                 3,838$             

Total General Funds 39,230$         (75,000)$       146,425$           (17,707)$                 27$               92,976$        

ROMANO BROTHERS

Endowment Fund 883,806$         75,000$           77,744$         1,036,550$     
Lois Gray Fund 109,554$         9,477$           119,031$        

Total Romano Bros Funds 993,360$         75,000$           ‐$                       ‐$                            87,221$         1,155,581$    

Grand Total All Funds 1,032,590$   ‐$               146,425$           (17,707)$                 87,248$       1,248,556$  

Tree of Life 1,000$                   (57)$                           
Outright cash gifts 225$                     

Charitable gift annuity 250$                     
Memorial gifts 4,800$                  

Green Umbrella  150$                     
Haffey Estate 140,000$             

(20,000)$                   Mission committee contribution 
2,500$                       Paterson Habitat
(150)$                         Habitat for Humanity

Total 146,425$             (17,707)$                   Total
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First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ 
Small Group Ministry Annual Report 2020 

(Senior Adult + Spiritual Connections with Friends) 

Respectfully Submitted by Donna Flagg 

Matthew 18:20 
For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them. 
 
For the past three years, I have had the opportunity to lead numerous small group studies to complement 
Pastor Bruce’s ministry and bible studies. These experiences have enabled me to grow spiritually as well as 
make meaningful connections with other congregation members. I believe small group ministry opportunities 
create a culture that is inspiring and faith-building. It opens the doors to developing deeper friendships and 
relationships, and a stronger church family. I am grateful that has occurred, especially during this pandemic. 

 
In May 2020, a Zoom group was created which stemmed from the Senior Adult Ministry group that had been 
meeting for the past year or so, studying different Christian-based books/DVDs. The Spiritual Connections 
with Friends group engaged in numerous studies via Zoom from May until November, meeting either every 
week or twice a month. It was amazing how the studies and scripture opened people’s hearts… sharing 
personal feelings, struggles and how their faith sustains them. It was heartwarming to experience and witness 
how the Holy Spirit spoke to people during the sessions. It was informal and intimate. I am grateful to the 
following people who joined me on this spiritual journey and inspired me to deepen my faith: Joanne Bonwick, 
Carola Di Iorio, John Eliya, John Kaufman, Betty Lee, Li Towt, Marcia Unger and Richard Vanacore. 

 
Below is a summary of the different studies. 

Lectio Divina as a Spiritual Practice – In this experiential learning study, each session participants 
focused on a scripture passage, listening to how God is using His Word to speak to each person. This 
involved three readings of the scripture passage with moments of silence woven in for meditation. 
• Lectio (Reading 1) – Listening to the Word of God or Reading God’s Word 
• Meditatio (Reading 2) - Reflecting on the Word of God. 
• Oratio (Reading 3) - Responding to the Word of God 
• Contemplatio: Resting in the Word of God 

 
Winter Grace – This book study challenged the participants to explore how we can live our lives meaningfully 
and joyfully ~ how spirituality and aging can be a gift of winter grace! The author, Kathleen Fischer, explores 
how we can find joy in the midst of everything as we experience aging. Sometimes it’s in the winter of our 
lives, that with clarity we recognize God’s presence with us and see that winter grace is given to us to live into 
the future with forgiveness, hope, peace, and love. It was a personal, honest and inspiring book discussion of 
how spirituality, the deepest dimension of all existence, can be experienced in later life. And, discover the 
graces of life’s winter season. Themes included: Spirituality and Aging, A Heart of Wisdom, 
Memories, Dependence and Independence, Hope, Loss, Dying and Resurrection. The Life Vignettes that 
were written and printed in the September and November First Press newsletter was an idea in 
response to how the elderly can use their past experiences and sharing of memories to inspire others. 

 
The Gift of Prayer – Participants were invited to read an PC(USA) excerpt/article before each 
session and join others in conversation about the gift of prayer, explore various prayer practices – 
Breadth Prayer and Examen, experience Lectio Divina using scripture and delve deeper into the 
meaning and teachings of the Lord’s Prayer. 

~ 
My hope is that may each of us open our hearts, take the time to be still and listen to how God is 
calling us to grow spiritually and embrace His vision for us in the new year 2021.  May we continue 
as a church family to develop deeper friendships and relationships. I invite you and hope that you 
join us in future studies. 

Blessings, Donna Flagg 
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First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ 
Re-Entry Task Force Annual Report 2020 

 
Re-Entry Task Force: Pastor Bruce Ballantine, Joan Davies, 

Carola Di Iorio, Donna Flagg, Anita Hutton, Sandy Santangelo 
 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – 
with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship 
and faith. 

 
~ 

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the need to avoid large gatherings of people and in 
compliance with the New Jersey Stay-at-Home orders and guidelines, Sunday worship moved to 
online on March 15. For two Sundays, Pastor Bruce and others live-streamed the service. Then 
worship was moved to pre-recorded services for 17 weeks before returning to a combination of in- 
person and live-stream worship on Sunday, July 26. 

 
In May, we learned that some restrictions were being lifted, enabling churches to worship together 
in person in the near future. The Re-Entry Task Force was formed to identify re-entry plans that 
were aligned with PC(USA) Document – Returning to Public Worship Theological and Practical 
Considerations, and Palisades Presbytery Document - Practices Critical for the Mission and Ministry 
- Checklist for Churches Considering Reopening Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, as well as New Jersey 
State Covid-19 orders and guidelines. Our goal was to develop our protocol for a safe return to the 
sanctuary and to make modifications accordingly as state orders and guidelines change. In 
addition, our goal is to continue to explore and offer opportunities for safe in-person and virtual 
gatherings that would be spiritually inspiring and enable us to enjoy fellowship as a church 
community. 

 
We are extremely heartened by how this congregation has responded to the challenges posed by 
the current coronavirus pandemic! And we are grateful for your support and participation in the 
many happenings that have been offered. Smile and be proud as you read how First Pres has 
opened our hearts in sharing Jesus’ Light within our church family and in the community! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Below is a summary of the efforts of the 

Re-Entry Task Force and many others during this pandemic. 
 

Weekday Prayer and Meditation 
Prayer lies at the heart of our relationship with God and so it is also at the 
heart of all that we do as a church community. People had the opportunity 
during the week to spend personal prayer time in the sanctuary and/or 
engage in quiet meditation. This ministry took place on Wednesday 
mornings and Thursday evenings for two hours with 20 minute slots up to 

eight persons, during the months of June and July. The sanctuary was adorned with white ribbon 
and Peace Be With You signs to mark the 6 feet apart pew spots, weekly scriptures printed on large 
easel paper, and the Christ Candle, Communion Cup and the large bible was placed on the 
Chancel table. Soothing music for prayer and meditation was offered. Due to the low Signup 
Genius signups, attendance and the fact that in-person Sunday Worship was starting on Sunday, 
July 26, this ministry ended in July, and will be revisited if there is a need and interest in the future. 
Those that attended expressed appreciation for the opportunity to pray and meditate in our beautiful 
sanctuary during the week. 
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Sunday Worship + Advent and Christmas 
Thanks to Pastor Bruce, Sami Eliya, Jessica Strader and Dave Ciocella from 
Tesla Media Worx for their tremendous efforts with the orchestration of moving 
online, recording, live-streaming and producing the Sunday morning video 
broadcasts over YouTube. Also, to Leo Magrath for his efforts with the sound 
system. The investment in technology upgrade and soundboard have largely 

contributed to producing quality broadcasting which can be viewed and enjoyed by First Pres and 
others who are looking for a home church. 

 
A big shout out to Jessica Strader for her many hours of dedication and creativity in providing the 
Pre-Worship Moments each week. We are also grateful to music staff members Ed Schmiedecke, 
Carol Schmiedecke and Linda Sweetman Waters; to Emma Schmiedecke (cello), to Christopher 
Vehmas (piano) to Steven Eliya (piano), to Brian Princing (guitar); and to section leaders Mike 
Schuil and Vera Coleman for their creative efforts in providing music for the pre-recorded, live- 
stream and in-person services. Also, thanks to MaryEllen Castaldo for her Facebook Sunday 
School videos and to Dana Feeney for coordinating all the communications. 

 
Live-Stream worship started on Sunday, June 14. Session approved Sunday, July 26 to start in- 
person worship service with a maximum of 40 slots for people to sign up using Signup Genius, 
along with 10 worship leaders (Pastor Bruce, Linda Sweetman-Waters, instrumentalists, liturgists, 
greeter/ushers, tech people), totaling a maximum gathering of 50 people in the sanctuary. 

 
• Communion: On Sunday, July 5, Pastor Bruce invited the congregation to participate in a virtual 

Communion with self-prepared elements. Starting August, in-person Communion was served 
with purchased prepacked elements (wafer and chalice of juice). 

• Following CDC and state guidelines to keep the risk as low as possible, the Task Force decided 
to have only instrumental music during in-person worship. The bell choir and other 
instrumentalists have been performing and providing beautiful music. 

• Weekly Pre-Recorded: Pre-worship Moments – a Worship and Arts Experience featuring 
soloists, instrumentalist and narration by Jessica Strader about the stained glass, church 
sanctuary décor - Advent wreath have been appreciated and enjoyed by many. 

• During the four Sundays of Advent, youth served as liturgists and lighting the Advent Candle. 
Thanks to Isabella Burger, Katelyn Edelbach, Collin Feeney, Francesca Feltmann, Madeline 
Santangelo, Amanda Schnure, Gianna Torielli and Palmer Yates for their participation. 

• Countdown to Christmas – virtual pre-recordings featured a soloist each of the four days 
preceding Christmas Eve singing Advent and Christmas carols. The music was provided by 
Linda Sweetman-Waters (organist), Emma Schmiedecke (cellist) and the soloists included: 
Vera Coleman, Josh LeRose, Carol Schmiedecke, and Mike Schuil. Thanks to everyone and a 
special thanks to Jessica Strader for sharing the background information about each carol. 

• 2020 (virtual) Christmas Pageant – Kudos to MaryEllen Castaldo and Jessica Strader for their 
tremendous efforts in producing and narrating a wonderful pre-recorded production of the story 
of the birth of Jesus. Grateful thanks to Linda Sweetman-Waters (organist) for the beautiful 
music. This pageant featured the talent and gifts of our youth and their families. Congratulations 
to Collin and Hudson Feeney, Samantha McDevitt, Ryan, Amanda and Kyle Schnure, Shane 
Strickland, and the Torielli Family – CJ, Dante, Gianna, Luca, Joel and Nicole. 

• Christmas Eve Service on Thursday, December 24 at 7:30 p.m. was held in-person (allowable 
75 maximum with an overflow in the auditorium viewing live-stream) and live-streamed. 
Beautiful instrumental music was provided by Linda Sweetman Waters, Carol Schmiedecke and 
the Chancel Bells, Emma Schmiedecke and Brian Princing. The lighting of the Christ Candle 
and scripture reading was presented by Samantha Santangelo and Shane Strickland. Thanks, 
Pastor Bruce and all for a glorious worship service. Worshippers exited with their lit candles 
during the playing of Silent Night symbolizing – we bring the Light of Christ into the world. 
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Special Fellowship and Worship Events 
 

• Sunday Zoom Coffee Hour – First Pres members and friends continue to 
be invited to enjoy fellowship time at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom each Sunday. 
Thanks Sami Eliya for the idea and organizing it. 

• Pizza and Pop – A tailgate event at the North Van Dien parking lot was held 
on Sunday, October 11 following worship. This event was planned by 

Sandy Santangelo and the Task Force along with the Growth Committee. People enjoyed pizza 
and music following social distancing guidelines and wearing masks. Children enjoyed games 
led by MaryEllen Castaldo. 

• Outside Saturday Worship – On Saturday, October 17 an outdoor worship service was held in 
the church front parking lot. Pastor Bruce and Brian Princing led the service, with Brian singing 
and playing the guitar. Chairs were set up following 6 ft. social distancing guidelines and 
worshippers wore their mask. It was a beautiful worship and fellowship evening. 

• A Celebration of Light – an outside worship evening was held on the church front parking lot on 
Saturday, December 5. The lighting of the tree along with music festivities created a beautiful 
celebration of God’s light and togetherness, so needed during this pandemic.  Thanks to 
Pastor Bruce, Brian Princing, Carol and Ed Schmiedecke for leading the service, and to Sandy 
Santangelo and MaryEllen Castaldo, and others for the setup and activities. Toys were 
collected for Oasis in Paterson. 

• Virtual Bake Sale fundraiser for Camp Lots of Fun took place on Sunday, December 13 via 
Zoom. This mission of 14 years to sponsor camp scholarships for homeless children of Family 
Promise was started by Mary Shaw. It continues to be dear to her and many others. Thanks to 
MaryEllen Castaldo, Sandy Santangelo, Jessica Strader and Kate Yates for producing a 
beautiful and meaningful virtual event. 

 
 

Small Group Ministry 
• Pastor Bruce has been meeting with the Men’s Breakfast group via Zoom 

every other Thursday morning. It has been a meaningful spiritual and 
fellowship time. 

• The Spiritual Connections with Friends group via Zoom was formed in 
May, led by Donna Flagg met weekly/bimonthly. This group stemmed from 
the Senior Adult Ministry Group that had been meeting for the past year or 

so. Zoom studies included: book - Winter Grace, Experiencing Lectio Divina using Scripture, 
and The Gift of Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer. See the Small Group Ministry Annual Report for 
more details. 

• Pastor Bruce led a seven week video-inspired Racial Justice study – Living Into the Beloved 
Community via Zoom in October and November. People were invited to view a video(s) prior to 
each session on their own and then engage in conversations about the realities of race and 
racism. The group explored how they affect ourselves, families, congregations and communities 
– even the ways we live out our faith and how we can move through racialized differences 
toward becoming God’s beloved community. Our hope is that may each of us strive to close the 
gap between the world God intends of justice, kindness and love, and the world as it is in our 
communities. For each session, scripture and contemporary quotes related to the theme were 
shared by Donna Flagg. 

• Pastor Bruce led a four-part Bible study via Zoom during Advent, using a curriculum offered by 
The Thoughtful Christian, exploring familiar biblical passages through the lens of God’s gifts - 
peace, justice, joy and salvation. 
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Hands-on Mission Projects 
 

• St. Paul’s Mission – Thanks to Sam McDevitt for 
spearheading this project. On the first Sunday of each 
month, Suzy McDevitt and others generously prepare, 

cook and donate a festive meal for the men at this shelter. The hope is to resume serving in- 
person once it is safe to do so in the future. 

• Produce Mission – Thanks to Sandy Santangelo for leading this ministry, and others for meeting 
every Sunday at the Ridgewood train station market to transport fresh produce to the church 
which Table to Table picks up on Monday mornings to give to those in need. This five month 
ministry from July to November was a blessing and gift to many. 

• Paterson Habitat – Although we have not been able to volunteer to build in person, we have 
continued to support and serve the families. Thanks for contributing to two CUMAC food drives, 
your book donations and bookcases that were delivered to Dafani and Ramon’s children during 
the pandemic. Also, thanks to the Woman’s Guild for donating Welcome Baskets that contained 
cleaning and kitchen items for the new families that moved in during the pandemic. We hope to 
begin volunteer building in the future when it is safe. See the Paterson Habitat Task Force 
Annual Report for details. 

• Thanks to all who generously donated to the Fall Food Drive to benefit Ridgewood Social 
Services and the Mitten Tree to support Center for Food Action - led by MaryEllen Castaldo, 
and the Mission Committee projects - toys for Oasis in Paterson and the Angel Tree for 
incarcerated families. 

 
Church Opens Doors to the Community 

 
All groups are following CDC, NJ State Covid-19 requirements and guidelines 
and church protocols. All were approved by Session. 

 
• RHS Project Graduation ’21 – The East Room is being used by parent 

volunteers to prepare decorations for Project Graduation with a church 
member being present. First Pres has honored this request in the past. 

• RHS Jamboree Rehearsals – The group’s small group rehearsals for choreography were held in 
the auditorium for several months. Their production will be streamed online early 2021 and will 
include a commercial as a thank you to First Pres for opening our doors for their rehearsals. 
Dana Feeney is one of the producers of this production – Mission Impossible 2021. 

• RHS Football Dinners – The JV and Varsity Football teams used the church back parking lot to 
gather for a pasta dinner after practice for four Thursday evenings in October/November. 

• RHS Marching Band – The group used the church back parking lot to hold their Poinsettia Sale 
Fundraiser on Saturday, December 5. 

 
 

Nesting Congregations 
 

• Trinity Church – Pastor Sam Stone has been leading worship 
services online and is using Elder YJ Yeon’s former office as a sound 
broadcasting studio. Session approved a fee adjustment for not using 

the church facilities for worship. (Elder YJ Yeon has decided to discontinue the Korean 
Fellowship, he and his wife will worship with First Pres in the future.) 

• Living Water Church – The first in-person service was held on Sunday, October 4th in the 
auditorium with limited attendance, no singing and no food. They continue to meet every 
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. for an hour. 
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Group Usage of Church Facilities 
 

All groups are following CDC, NJ State Covid-19 requirements and 
guidelines and church protocols. All were approved by Session. 

 
• Boy Scout Troop 5 – The group has been meeting outside on 

the church back parking lot Monday evenings, and once a month in the auditorium for a special 
meeting. 

• Hobbyists – One to two small groups have been meeting in the auditorium/dining room. 
• Holmstead School – Students will use the gym as needed - ½ day to a full day. Once the school 

resumes its regular schedule, gym use will resume. 
• Proper Kitchen – Personnel has resumed using the kitchen twice a week for their services. 
• Shooting Lab – Joe Jackson’s program had a “soft” opening in October with smaller groups and 

then needed to stop due to state orders regarding indoor sports. 
• Woman’s Guild – Meets in the auditorium for an hour second Tuesday of the month when 

needed. 
 

Nursery School Re-Entry 
After the teachers provided virtual instruction to the students via Zoom and pre- 
recorded activities from March until early June, the Nursery School opened for in- 
person instruction in September.  This decision was made after Julia Bolt, 
Director, Pastor Bruce and the Nursery School Committee reviewed the CDC, NJ 
Department of Children and Families requirements and guidelines, and in 
consultation with the State Inspector. Upon opening in September, the Nursery 
School passed all compliances when inspected by the State Inspector. In order to 

comply with NJ Department of Children and Families requirements, Rodger Yaden has been hired to 
sanitize restrooms, playground equipment and high-touch areas during school hours. During this 
pandemic, a strong culture between the parents and the NS faculty has been forged and is growing. 
Communications and feedback have been positive. The improvement of the facilities (A/C, director’s 
office, classroom repairs) and resources (Walkie-Talkies, Covid-19 cleaning supplies used by 
personnel) have largely contributed to the smooth transition and operation of the Nursery School. 
See the Nursery School Annual Report for details. 

 

A special thank you to Jessica Strader for the pre-recorded production of 2020, A Year in Review. It 
was a beautiful compilation of First Pres’ journey during the COVID-19 pandemic, showcasing the 
church shining the light of Christ amidst the darkness and the talents of many whom we are blessed 
to have in our church family. 

 
Colossians 2:2 

“I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of 
assured understanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ himself.” 

  
We are so grateful to be a part of this beautiful church family and appreciate the strong 
bonds, deep friendships and loving relationships, which bind us together as a community. 
We thank you for your support and love! We hope you will continue to join us each Sunday 
as we worship together in person in the sanctuary or live-stream! 

 
Respectfully submitted by Donna Flagg 

 
Re-Entry Task Force: Pastor Bruce Ballantine, Joan Davies, 
Carola Di Iorio, Donna Flagg, Anita Hutton, Sandy Santangelo  
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First Presbyterian Church of Ridgewood, NJ 
Paterson Habitat Task Force Annual Report 2020 

~  Joining Hands To Serve ~ 
 
 

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

As you know First Pres has had a strong mission partnership with Paterson Habitat for over 30 years. Even during 
this pandemic, Paterson Habitat was able to move in seven families and blessed them with the keys to their new 
home. Many First Pres volunteers for the past three years actually helped build many of these homes. Thanks to the 
First Pres Paterson Habitat Task Force and the congregation, we launched a myriad of mission projects which have 
made such a difference in the lives of the Habitat families. 

 
Smile and be proud as you read the list of mission projects we launched for the past two years and year-to- 
date that have largely contributed to the success of Paterson Habitat’s accomplishments during the pandemic. 
• The Session, Mission and Endowment Committees have donated $340,000+ over 30+ years and continues to 

make annual donations. 
• Pastor Bruce and the church staff spent a day building a staircase leading to the third floor of a home. 
• A total of 20 people from church (4 youth) along with 14 friends (adults and youth) volunteered in one or more 

of the seven build days. 
• House Banks children’s fundraiser was spearheaded by MaryEllen Castaldo. 
• Church sponsored 10 studs @$250 per stud. MaryEllen Castaldo spearheaded the children decorating them. 
• Families with children constructed modules with the studs at the annual hammering 4 habitat event held at the 

Paterson Museum. 
• Sam and Suzy McDevitt designed the door coverings used to identify Habitat homes in progress and spearheaded 

the children and youth painting them. 
• Sandy Santangelo and MaryEllen Castaldo spearheaded the Confirmation Class assembling bookcases for Dafani 

and Ramon’s six children. 
• Laura Di Iorio and Sam McDevitt spearheaded the church-wide book donation drive for Dafani and Ramon’s 

children. 
• Chris and Sara Wilson purchased and donated a new bedroom dresser for Dafani and Ramon. 
• Jan Cross, Donna Flagg, John and Ruth Plucinski, and Li Towt joined 20 others from Paterson Habitat on 

the Travel with a Purpose 3-day build in New Orleans. 
• Two church-wide food drives were held during the pandemic, partnering with Paterson Habitat and 

CUMAC helping the Paterson community. 
• Woman’s Guild generously purchased and donated items for the Welcome Baskets for the new Habitat families. 
• The Mission Committee is exploring the establishment of a Paterson Habitat for Humanity Scholarship 

for qualified college bound and/or trade school Habitat family applicants. 
 
 

On Sunday, March 8th Donna Flagg, Jan Cross, 
Li Towt, Ruth and John Plucinski shared their 
experiences on a Paterson Habitat Mission trip to 
New Orleans followed by candle lighting. 
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Donna Flagg organized and delivered Members of the Paterson Habitat Task Force- Sandy Santangelo, 
donations for  the Paterson Habitat Richard Davies and Donna Flagg met with Ashley Biggs on a June 
food drive during the pandemic. Saturday morning and delivered donated books and bookcases to 
Thanks First Pres for your generous Dafani and 3 of the children –who were all thrilled! 
donations! 

 
 

Last winter, the Woman’s Guild graciously donated On behalf of the Woman’s Guild, 
cleaning and kitchen items, and their time filling Donna Flagg delivered the baskets 
Welcome Baskets for new Habitat families. to the five new homeowner families. 

 
 
 

Thank you, First Pres for being a blessing to others and putting your faith into action, joining hands as a church 
family to serve those less fortunate! You have been light-bearers who have so generously shared your gifts, talents 
and time to Lighting the Way Home for the families! We all look forward to when we can gather safely together to 
continue our mission work with Paterson Habitat. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by: Donna Flagg 
 

Paterson Habitat Task Force: Pastor Bruce Ballantine, MaryEllen Castaldo, Richard Davies, 
Lew Dickinson, Laura Di Iorio, Donna Flagg, Samantha McDevitt, Suzy McDevitt, Frank Pastor, 
Sandy Santangelo, Jake Walters 
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HOBBYIST UNLIMITED 

 
In 1966, 16 forward thinking  retired men who were members of First Presbyterian Church 
decided to join together to pursue activities that they enjoyed. These common interests started 
simply and over the past 55 years Hobbyists Unlimited has grown to over 424 members with 34 
activity groups within the main club including:  

Sports and Games  Personal Interests  Social Activities 

Bocce    Book Club   Dinner Dance 

Bowling   Camera Club   Habitat for Humanity 

Bridge    Computer Club  Hobbyaires (Music Band) 

Fishing   Gourmet Cooking  Hobbyists Concerned 

Golf    Investment Club  Eva’s Kitchen 

Hiking    Jazz Bunch   ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

Poker    Military History  Trips and Tours 

Tennis    Movie Lovers   Volunteer Service 

Walking              Music Lovers 

    Parliano Italian (Italian Language) 

    Pinochle  

    Public Affairs 

    Science and Technology 

    Wine Appreciation 

    Wine Making 

As you can see, Hobbyists provide activities for a broad range of interests, but most importantly 
the club strives to supports its members in a congenial atmosphere and emphasizing fellowship 
in everything it does. 
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Membership Profile 

Life Members (90 years and older):  33 

Total Membership: 424 Average Age: 79 

New Members in 2020:   11  

 

2021 Officers and Executive Committee 

Cliff Matthews, President 

Bill Healy, 1st Vice President 

Bob Mosher, 2nd Vice President 

Mark Singer, Secretary 

Gary Engelhardt, Treasurer 

Syd Robertson, Past President 

Rich Edelman, Past President 

Ed Daly, Past President 

Don Togneri, Past President 

Lew Dickinson, Sponsor's Rep. 

 

The members of the Executive Committee and all of the members of Hobbyists Unlimited are 
extremely grateful for the support of First Presbyterian Church as it continues to grow and serve 
men in their retirement.  
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Weekday Nursery School Annual Report 2020 
 
Our school has been serving the community since we opened our doors on October 7, 1968.This 
2020-2021 school year marks the 52nd year of First Presbyterian Church Nursery School’s service in 
the Ridgewood Community. First Pres. Nursery School is dedicated to developing the emotional, 
intellectual, social and physical growth of our students. We believe that education is a cooperative 
effort among students, parents and staff, designed to stimulate the creativity and achievements of 
each individual child. We feel that each young person entrusted to us is important, and we consider it 
a privilege to be a part of each child’s life! All of our classes are taught by experienced, caring and 
creative teachers. All teachers have a Bachelor’s degree, a background in Early Childhood Education 
through college certification and/or experience, and are required to attend a minimum of 12 additional 
hours of early childhood education training annually. All classroom teachers are CPR/First Aid 
certified. We are fully licensed by the state of New Jersey, with licensing renewal inspections 
occurring every 3 years, in addition to annual state ‘mini-inspections’ . At the time of this report, we 
have our permanent license. The next licensing audit renewal for the Nursery School will be 
November 2022. We are currently awaiting our annual student health record/immunization audit 
conducted by Valley Hospital’s Community Health Dept., on behalf of the State of NJ 

 
As per the directive of the County Executive and local health officials, the First Pres Nursery School 
closed in-person learning on March 16, 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic. The Nursery School 
staff made a seamless transition to at-home schooling, going virtual with our students. Online learning 
took place from March 16, 2020 to June 5, 2020. Due to state restrictions, we were not able to have 
our traditional end of the school year celebration, but a Drive-By Celebration/Graduation was enjoyed 
by staff, parents, and students. The Nursery School re-opened for in-person learning on September 
14, 2020. The school year has been going well with health and safety remaining the number one goal. 
The staff, children and parents have adapted to the COVID-19 health/safety guidelines and are 
finding success with in-person learning. The NJ State Inspector conducted a site visit to the Nursery 
School to evaluate compliance with the new COVID-19 health and safety guidelines and the Nursery 
School passed on all items. 

 
Priority Registration for the 2021-2022 school year will begin this month. Interest in the Nursery 
School continues and tours are being conducted after school hours. Our informative and attractive 
school website, which has increased our visibility for prospective students, includes photos in our 
virtual gallery and school gallery. Please be sure to check it out at www.fpnsr.com. 

 
The Nursery School, a vital part of the First Presbyterian Church revenue stream, is self-supporting 
with an annual budget submitted through the Finance committee and approved by Session. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julia A. Bolt, Director 
201-445-2552 
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Music from home! 

Weekday Nursery School Annual Report 2020  
 
Graduation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volcano magic! Happy Holidays! 
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My teacher is 
on my computer! 



                                          First Presbyterian Church Nursery School of Ridgewood, NJ 
                 Annual Report – 2020 

Nursery School Committee: 
Marcia Unger and Evelyn Kender, Co-Chairs  Pastor Bruce Ballantine  
Anita Hutton, Secretary     Craig Walters, Chair of Property Committee 
Andrew Castaldi, Chair of Personnel Committee  Joseph Suplicki, Community Historian 
Donna Flagg, Elder                                                                                

 In 2020, the Nursery School faced a number of challenges as a result of the Pandemic that was declared 
in March and changed life as we knew it.  Despite apparent insurmountable obstacles, the NS director, 
Julia Bolt, and her outstanding staff of dedicated teachers and assistants managed to keep the Nursery 
School operating and providing the children with virtual in-home learning from March 16 to June 5 when 
school closed for the summer.  During this time, the NS staff undertook a number of activities to engage 
the children from video presentations, story time, drawing, making crafts and doing other work at home 
through assignments that were dropped off by the teachers to their houses in a socially distant way.  
The NS staff worked hard and devoted long hours to make everything come together.  The parents were 
very appreciative and even created videos of the students in their own homes that were combined 
together so that they could see each other and the teachers.  

This year, the NSC worked with the Property Committee and the Finance Committee, in cooperation 
with the Session, to realize several much needed capital improvements that had been identified by the 
Committee with input from the Nursery School staff.  These included the installation of air conditioning 
for the Nursery School wing of the building that was very much appreciated by the staff, classroom 
painting/cleaning, new back door, shed refurbishment, and re-configuration of the Director’s 
Office/Sunday Nursery. 

Before school resumed for in-person learning in mid-September, the classrooms were disinfected and 
reorganized.  Some classroom schedules changed and fewer children could be accommodated due to 
the State Covid rules.  Health and safety are the primary goals, and the staff, children and parents 
adapted very well.  There has been strong communication between the NS staff on a regular basis 
through emails from Julia and notes from the teachers along with an updated NS website.   When the 
Halloween parade needed to be held inside, it was videotaped and each family received a copy.   
Interest in the Nursery School continues with tours being conducted after hours.  As a result, two 
additional students are scheduled to join after the holiday break for a total of 48 students. 

The Committee would like to take this opportunity to recognize the Nursery School staff for their efforts in 
making remote learning work for young children, for their creativity and imagination in developing and 
adapting lesson plans, for their tireless dedication despite the needs of their own families, for creating a fun, 
learning experience for all for the children, and for working as a team with each other, the Director and the 
parents.  We offer special praise to Julia Bolt, for her boundless energy, attention to detail and dedication 
that has been invaluable during this unusual year. 

Proverbs 22:6 - “Train up a child in the way he should go and even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” 
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MONTHLY MONTHLY ACTUAL  ACTUAL YTD BUDGET 2020‐2021

INCOME Dec‐20 Dec‐19 2020‐2021 2019‐20 2020‐21 VARIANCE September October November December November YTD

Regular Tuition
Regular Tuition  35,626 36,652 45,023 100,839 169,649 124,626 (5,938) 14,552       783 45,023    
TOTAL Regular 35,626 36,652 45,023 100,839 169,649 124,626 (5,938) 14,552 783 45,023    

Upcoming Year Tuition
Sept Tuition  Upcoming Yr  3,753 12,379 6,625 26,533 14,154 11,482 897 0 12,379
TOTAL Reserved  0 3,753 12,379 6,625 26,533 14,154 11,482 897 0 12,379

Supplementary Income
Enrichment 595 2,030 9,037 10,411 4,900 (4,137) (433) 8,875         0 9,037      
Camp 0 0 0 0 10,000 10,000 0 ‐           
Refunds   0 0 0 0 (500) (500) 0 ‐           
Lunch   673 675 1,687 6,700 4,800 3,113 634.5 380 1,687      
TOTAL Supplementary 1,268 2,705 10,724 17,111 19,200 8,476 (433) 9,510 380 10,724    

OTHER INCOME
Interest 1 7 45 26 0 (45) 1 42.34 1 45            
Copier 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ‐           
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ‐           
TOTAL Other 1 7 45 26 0 (45) 1 42 1 45            

FUNDRAISERS
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 250 0 0 0 ‐           
Coupon Book 0 0 0 675 0 0 0 ‐           
Bake Sales 865 187 865 560 0 (865) 0 865          
Bunco 0 0 0 0 250 250 0 ‐           
Gift Wrap 0 0 553 2,410 2,500 1,947 553 553          
TOTAL Fundraiser 865 187 1,418 3,895 2,750 1,332 0 0 553 1,418

GRAND TOTAL INCOME 37,760 43,304 69,589 128,496 218,132 148,543 5,112 25,001 1,717 69,589

Total Reserved Income 0 3,753 12,379 6,625 26,533 14,154 11,482 897 0 12,379

Total Supplementary Income 1,268 2,705 10,724 17,111 19,200 8,476 (433) 9,510 380 10,724
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EXPENSES MONTHLY MONTHLY ACTUAL  ACTUAL YTD BUDGET 2020‐2021 MONTHLY

Dec‐20 Dec‐19 2020‐2021 2019‐20 2020‐21 VARIANCE September October NovemberDecember Nov‐20 YTD
SALARIES
Regular  13,353 15,897 52,855 67,837 158,780 105,925 13,100 13,561       15,189 52,855    
Enrichment 649 275 2,164 1,155 0 (2,164) 1,082         433 2,164      
Substitutes 1,126 113 5,264 788 0 (5,264) 1,015 1,737         1,386 5,264      
Camp & 0 0 0 0 ‐           
Lunch 0 425 191 3,580 2,142 1,951 191            0 191          
P/R Taxes  1,157 1,278 4,626 5,612 13,000 8,374 1,080 1,268         1,121 4,626      
TOTAL Salaries 16,285 17,988 65,100 78,972 173,922 108,822 15,195 17,839 18,129 65,100

OTHER
General Equipment 0 204 1,270 2,000 1,796 204            0 204          
Supplies, Teaching  174 555 1,023 2,115 10,000 8,977 411 198            185 1,023      
Food 86 59 186 288 2,000 1,814 (28) 78               50 186          
License/Insurance 0 115 145 400 285 15 0 115          
Paychex Fees 0 2,000 2,000 0 ‐           
Building Use Fees*  0 20,000 40,000 0 0 0 ‐           
Phone/Postage/Computer 0 0 0 0 ‐           
Continuing Education 0 42 427 1,200 1,158 41 42            
Advertising  0 333 100 1,500 1,167 188 145.3 0 333          
Miscellaneous 971 974 130 1,068 4,200 4,070 (1,138) 298 0 130          
Church Member Discount 0 0 0 0 ‐           
TOTAL Other 1,231 21,588 2,033 45,413 23,300 21,267 (553) 924 277 2,033

FUNDRAISERS
Miscellaneous 0 263 0 263 0 0 0 ‐            
Coupon Books 0 0 175 0 0 0 ‐            
Book Fair/ Book Ends 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ‐            
GIFT WRAP 0 0 0 316 0 0 0 ‐            
TOTAL Fundraisers 0 263 0 754 0 0 0 ‐            

‐            
TOTAL EXP 17,516 39,839 67,133 125,139 197,222 130,089 14,642 18,762 18,406 67,133

20,244 3,465 2,456 3,357 20,910 18,454 (9,530) 6,238 (16,689) 2,456
58

20,244 (288) (9,923) (3,268) (5,623) 4,300 (21,012) 5,341 (16,689) (9,923)

Net Cash Flow Total 
without Reserved Income

Net Cash Flow Total
with Reserved Income

2020/21 School Yr



BALANCES 
12/31/2020
CHECKING 20,840$    
MONEY 
MARKET 
(RESTRICTED) 27,572$    
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Finance & Stewardship Annual Report 
Fiscal Year 2020 

Reviewing 2020, words cannot put this year in proper perspective.  We first want to thank each 
and everyone of you for your commitment of time, talent and treasure to the mission and 
ministry of our church.  Because of your dedication, we had 4 favorable financial events occur 
during the year that shaped 2020.  The 5th item is an ongoing issue that does shape 2021.  This 
report reviews 2020 and sets the stage for the 2021 Budget, which is also included in this 
report. 

1.  Few can remember a time when we had a Pledge number in excess of $300,000.  Our 
budget was set at $305,000.  We closed 2020 at $293,123, or 96% of Plan.  Adding our 
plate and holiday offerings, our total collection was $307,202 or 97% of our budget.  
These are extraordinary numbers in this time, under this difficult situation.  We want to 
thank all for their contributions. 

2. We received several estate and personal gifts this year.  Gifts were received from June & 
Glenn Ritemeyer, Carolyn Feldtmose, and from the sale of 9 cemetery grave sites that 
were given to the church years ago.  Our largest gift goes back to last 2019 and 
continued in 2020.  Paul and Jo Haffey’s gift allowed us to make significant capital 
improvements to our church and to our mission budget.  The people named and several 
others that have asked to be unnamed made a difference to our ability to keep the 
church operating and out of debt this year.  

3. The securing of $100,775 loan/grant from the Paycheck Protection Program as a result 
of Cares Act.  This money allowed us to keep our church and Nursery School staffs 
employed and fully compensated.  It was significant and made up our budget deficit this 
year. 

4. Several of our tenants and facility users continued to pay their fee, even though the 
church was closed and they had little to no activity at our church.  We need to thank the 
Hobbyists, Trinity Church and the School Board (Parking Lot Rental to the High School) 
for their support and continuation of their commitment of our church. 

5. The last item for which we still have no answer revolves around our church usage fees 
that makes up 40% of our income.  The 3 noted above were critical in 2020, but the 
impact of the others, including our Nursery School created over a $100,000 budget 
deficit.  As we move into 2021, unfortunately, we are anticipating a significant impact 
through August 2021.  We are confident that our church will continue to be a place that 
is open and welcoming to our community. 

Moving on to the 2021 Budget, it is a worst-case scenario.  As noted above, we feel full church 
operations may not get back to “normal” until September.  We are also aware we may have to 
replenish the Nursery School Reserve Fund.  We know this is a deficit budget, but feel strongly 
that by God’s grace, we will weather this pandemic and we will come out of this better and 
stronger.  If any of the financial/situation factors improve, we will have a positive 2021 fiscal 
year. 
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Our committee is a hard-working, dedicated group.  Please thank, Andy Castaldi, Steven Dear, 
Lori Edelbach, Lew Dickinson and John Eliya for their time and talents.  In addition, Pastor 
Bruce’s leadership has been critical in the success of our church this year.  He is a gift to our 
church and congregation.  Their expertise and input ensure us that each and every dollar is 
spent and allocated to help us be a strong, working and viable church community.  One special 
person we want to acknowledge.  We lost Bruce Crocco this year.  Bruce served on our 
Committee for decades.  We want to recognize a true gentleman and a dedicated lover of our 
faith and our church.  We miss you, Bruce. 

With God’s Blessing and sincere thanks, 

Richard J. Friedl – Committee Chair 
Rjfriedl139@gmail.com 
201.414.1210 
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0 2020 Budget 2020 Year End % to Budget

Pledges 305,000$       293,123$       96%
Per‐Capita Contribution 4,000$           3,363$           84%
Plate Contributions 4,000$           5,954$           149%
Interest* ‐$                612$              
Nursery School 100,000$       35,000$         35%
Church School 500$               292$               58%
Holiday Offerings 8,000$           8,125$           102%
Endowment Gifts / Transfers 3,000$           5,495$           183%

Sub‐Total 424,500$       351,964$       83%

Parking Lot 38,000$         38,500$         101%
Hobbyist 16,500$         17,600$         107%
Living Waters Fellowship 6,400$           2,000$           31%
Trinty Presbyterian Church 24,700$         22,000$         89%
Summer Heat 30,000$         7,500$           25%
Holmstead School 2,000$           1,800$           90%
Proper Kitchen 2,400$           5,533$           231%
Wedding/Funeral 3,500$           1,300$           37%
Misc. Usage Fees 13,900$         5,323$           38%

Other Income
Programs 1,000$           1,711$           171%
Haffey ‐ Capital Improvement 85,000$         245,358$       289%
Haffey ‐ Mission 20,000$         20,000$         100%
Pointsettia Sales 294$              
Gifts & Other Income 2,000$           14,662$         733%
Youth Mission Trip Offset ‐$                ‐$              

Non‐Reoccuring Income:
Bake Sale 0 990$              
Stage Right Spring Show 0 600$              
Worship & Meditation 0 7$                  
Sell of Cemetry Grave Sites 9,000$          
Carolyn Feldtmose Gift 15,000$        
June & Glen Ritemyer 15,000$        
Sound System Donation 3,600$          
PPP ‐ Loan/Grant 100,775$      

Restricted Accounts
Special Misson‐ Deacons Fund ‐$               

Sub‐Total 245,400$       528,553$       215%

TOTAL INCOME 669,900$     880,517$       131%
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Income from Facility Usage



Expenses from Church Activities
Per‐Capita to Presbytery 8,400$           8,400$           100%

Property: General Expeditures & SP 108,000$       131,593$       122%
Capital Improvements ‐ Haffey 85,000$         124,056$       146%

Haffey ‐ Mission Money Transfer to Endowment 140,000$      
Personnel: Pastor (total package) 115,600$       124,901$       108%

Pastor Reimbursment Acct 2,400$           48$                 2%
Suppy Pastor 1,500$           ‐$               0%

Other Church Staff (11) 230,700$       212,749$       92%
Youth Leader 3,000$           3,000$           100%

Non‐Reoccuring Expenses: (Sound System Upgrade) 3,597$           0%

Sub‐Total 554,600$       748,344$       135%

Commitees & Other Operating Expenses
Christian Education 8,500$           2,441$           29%
Advertising 500$               ‐$               0%
Mission / Benvolence 40,000$         23,088$         58%
Workship & Arts 13,000$         10,319$         79%
Growth 2,000$           1,358$           68%
Church Office, incl Postage 23,000$         29,590$         129%
Computer / Technology 3,100$           7,367$           238%
Hospitality 800$               519$               65%
PNC 500$               ‐$               0%
Professional Services 12,000$         27,714$         231%
Finance & Stewardship 2,500$           ‐$               0%
Deacons 1,500$           4,725$           315%
PPP Funds to NS Teachers 34,648$        

Sub‐Total 107,400$       141,769$       132%

Restricted Accounts 63
Special Missions 2,218$          
Choral Scholar 1,080$          
Concert Series 125$              
Sub‐Total 3,423$          

TOTAL EXPENSES 662,000$     893,536$       135%
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2021 Budget 2021 Budget 
Income from Church Activiies Expenses from Church Activities

Pledges 275,000$         Per‐Capita to Presbytery 8,400$             
Per‐Capita Contribution 3,000$              Property: General Expeditures & SP 100,000$        
Plate Contributions 4,000$              Capital Improvements ‐ Haffey 65,000$          
Interest* ‐$                  Personnel: Pastor (total package) 117,500$        
Nursery School 34,000$           Pastor Reimbursment Acct 2,400$             
Church School 250$                 Supply Pastor 1,500$             
Holiday Offerings Incl in Plate Other Church Staff (11) 205,000$        

Sub‐Total 316,250$         Youth Leader ‐$                 
Sub‐Total

Income from Facility Usage 499,800$        
Parking Lot 38,500$          
Hobbyist 17,500$           Expenses from Committee Activities
Living Waters Fellowship 4,800$              Christian Education 3,500$             
Trinty Presbyterian Church 10,000$           Advertising 500$                
Summer Heat 10,000$           Mission / Benevolence 25,000$          
Holmstead School 2,400$              Youth Mission Trip ‐$                 
Proper Kitchen 3,400$              Workship & Arts 10,000$          
Wedding/Funeral ‐$                  Growth 2,000$             
Misc. Usage Fees ‐$                  Church Office, incl Postage 25,000$          

Sub‐Total 86,600$           Computer / Technology 3,500$             
Hospitality 750$                

Other Income Professional Services 20,000$          
Programs ‐$                  Finance & Stewardship 3,000$             
Haffey ‐ Capital Improvements 65,000$           Deacons 4,000$             
Haffey ‐ Mission 20,000$           Insurance 37,000$          
Gifts & Misc Income 2,000$              Sub‐Total 134,250$        
Youth Mission Trip Offset ‐$                  Restricted Accounts

Sub‐Total 87,000$           Special Missions 2,000$             
Choral Scholar 1,080$             

Non‐Reoccuring Income 15,000$           Concert Series 125$                
Sub‐Total 3,205$             

Endowment / Restricted Funds Transfer 150,000$        
Non‐Reoccuring Expenses

NS Restricted Fund Refunding 30,000$          
 PROJECTED INCOME 654,850$         PROJECTED EXPENSES 667,255$        

PROJECTED +/‐ 12,405$     64
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