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Dear Friends, 

 

Ever since I can remember, Peter has been my favorite disciple! As we read the four gospels and the Book 

of Acts, we see in Peter a flawed human being, yet one whose faith is unmistakable. We see someone who, 

despite his best efforts, sometimes gets it wrong; yet, at other times he surprisingly gets it right. Sometimes 

he seems to be filled with fear; at other times he is filled with the Holy Spirit and therefore courageous and 

eloquent. Sometimes he seems like a blundering fool; at other times, he is able to speak and act boldly. We 

see a man who struggles with guilt and experiences forgiveness. In Peter we see how God can use a flawed 

human being to accomplish extraordinary things. Thus, I am encouraged and inspired, indeed, my own 

faith strengthened, as I consider the life of Peter. 

 

Therefore, I am very pleased to introduce our next video-based Bible Study by Adam Hamilton: Simon 

Peter – Flawed but Faithful Disciple. Once again, we will offer the study at 6:00 p.m. on Mondays as well 

as 12:15 p.m. on Wednesdays. Just pick the day and time which works best for you. The schedule is as 

follows: 

 

January 21 & 23 The Call of the Fisherman 

January 28 & 30 Walking with Jesus in the Storms 

February 4 & 6 Bedrock or Stumbling Block? 

February 11 & 13 “I Will Not Deny You” 

February 18 & 20 From Cowardice to Courage 

February 25 & 27 The Rest of the Story 

 

Cost of the book which accompanies this video series is $14. Pick up your book in the office, read the first 

chapter and plan to join us in the Minnema Room on Monday, January 21, or Wednesday, January 23, as 

we seek to apply the lessons of Peter to our own lives.  And one more thing: Bring a friend!  

 

Grace and peace, 

Bruce 



Building Dreams! 
 

First Pres and West Side enjoyed volunteering together at Paterson Habitat on Saturday, December 1, 2018 and 
had a fun productive day filled with a lot of different tasks. It was wonderful to have Diane and Steven Eliya join the 
usual’s, Donna Flagg and Janet Johnston. Diane did a great job spackling and painting, while Steven worked 
vigorously side-by-side with a West Sider laying laminate boarding to create a beautiful floor for a new Habitat 
homeowner. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above, First Pres joined West Side in the Cider Sing on Friday, November 30, 
2018 at the Ridgewood Tree Lighting celebration. This intergenerational fun, 
festive evening of singing Christmas carols and handing out cider was a 
wonderful opportunity to be visible in the Ridgewood community and distribute 
flyers promoting our December and Christmas events. 
Thanks to Pastor Bruce and all the people who came out caroling, handing out 
cider, supporting the event and enjoying hot cider in the Christmas spirit: Carol 
DiIorio, Donna Flagg, Sandy Santangelo, and the Coleman, Schnure, and Torielli 
families. The First Pres sign with the church Mission Statement was beautifully 
showcased. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 Friends Thanksgiving gathering at the Daily Treat! 

 

 

 

 

First Pres in Pictures 



December Memories 
 
 

 

The winner of the Cookie 

Contest is Marcia Unger for 

her delicious 

"Chinese Chews" 

 

Maddie takes second prize, 

and thank you to Sandy 

Santangelo for organizing 

the event! 
 

 

Many thanks to EVERYONE who made the Christmas Brunch a success~ Joe Unger, Richard & Joan 
Davies, Lew Dickinson, Marcia Unger, Marjorie Vanacore, Kaitlyn, Gianna, Kyle, Sam and to all who 
dined and enjoyed the food, Christmas music and good fellowship! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Let the festive banners fly! Our annual holiday bake sale made an amazing $1765, a wonderful Christmas gift for 
Camp Lots of Fun benefiting homeless children. 

 

A lot of First Pres folks helped to make the sale a success: We thank and appreciate the fifty plus bakers who worked 
their magic in the kitchen producing an amazing amount of tasty treats - - Wonderful elves who transformed the 
Dining Room and Auditorium into a welcoming holiday space - - Super Sales ladies and cashiers who made buying 
easy - - and most important our wonderful Church members who supported the sale with their generous purchases 
and donations. 

MANY THANKS TO ALL! 



From Mary Ellen’s Desk~ 

Santa Songsters Made Holiday Visits! 
 

A merry group of 37 Santa Songsters spread Christmas cheer with carols at Dell Ridge Health Care 
Center and Sunrise Assisted Living on Saturday, Dec. 8. It was a fun and festive morning with the 
residents seeming to very much enjoy the visits. Hana Choi was our 
talented piano accompanist, and Sue Dickinson presented a lively narration 
before each carol presentation. Our morning program concluded with small 
gifts distributed to the residents. 

 

Santa Songsters included: Marjorie Vanacore, Janet Johnston, Pastor 
Bruce, Jan Cross, Linda Cascardo, Carlos Cascardo, Marcia Unger, Suzy 
and Sam McDevitt, Joanne Bonwick, Sue Dickinson, Donna Flagg, Fay and 
Michael Reid, Jill Critchley, Suzy Castaldi, Sandy Santangelo with 
daughters Sam and Maddy, Jan and Amanda Ax, Joe Suplicki, Peggy 
Norris, Jeanine Jamieson, David and Mary Shaw, Sue Sofka, Melissa and Clayton Davis with 
daughter Olivia, Robin Byrne, Jessica Strader, Mary Ellen Castaldo, Laurie Feltmann with Frankie 
and Britt Tunick with son Cole. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

On December 2, the Di Iorio family served 29 men at St. Paul's homeless shelter. 
Thank you to Jessica Strader and the high school youth group for making 

homemade chili and mac n cheese and Salwa Eliya for generously donating 
pizza. Our next serving date is January 6, but no signup sheet will be posted on 
the bulletin board because we will be using a donation from Sandy Santangelo 

and Salwa Eliya. If you are interested in volunteering with this mission 
please contact Laura Di Iorio at lauradiiorio6@gmail.com or 201-634-9322. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Mitten tree! 
Hats scarves, mittens, gloves and a blanket!!!! 

These items will surely bring great warmth and be a great comfort to many! 

 

We shopped at the Christmas Mart! 

The children enjoyed shopping for their families in the Sacristy. 

Thank you to all who donated gifts. It was much appreciated! 

 

mailto:lauradiiorio6@gmail.com


Happy New Year! We will begin the 2019 church school year with a lesson on Epiphany January 
6th all church school program. The first three months of rotation lessons will cover The Lord’s 
Prayer, Women at the well, we will then move into the Lenten season. 

 

Sending a BIG thank you to everyone who participated in our Mission 
for November supporting “Operation Christmas Child” You have given 

many children a reason to smile this Christmas season and beyond! God bless you! 
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan's Purse, an international relief organization... 

 
Our Rotation Church school classes 

I want to send a HUGE thank you to all the volunteers for teaching church school classes in 2018! 
Kathleen Barkho Jessica Strader 

Sue Fischer  Sue Sofka 
Tom Moore Britt Tunick 

Sue Sofka 
And an EXTRA SPECIAL THANK YOU to Joan Davies and Jill Critchley for your dedication in teaching High 

School and Middle School classes each week. 

And thank you Rick Friedl for coming on board to teach High School class!!!! 
It is your giving hearts that truly make a difference in each child’s life in their growing faith in Jesus 
Christ. God Bless you all! 

 
 
 

 
A lovely afternoon at the Advent luncheon! 

A BIG Thank you to Greta Croucher, Sue and Lew Dickinson, 
Dana Feeney, Donna Flagg, Janet Johnston, Laura Magrath, Marcia and Joe Unger. 

With your time and talents, you made this gathering so special! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

January 27th is DENIM DAY at First Pres! We invite everyone to come to church in your JEANS! 

 

For $10.00 you can sit in church and the congregational meeting in comfort! The High School class 
will be at all church entrances collecting money before service and after the congregational 
meeting! Proceeds will go toward the FPC’s Senior High Youth group. 



 
 

 

 
Twas the night before New Year’s 

With all shopping done 
And new resolutions 

had hardly begun. 

A promise to spend less on 
Frivolous gifts 

And perhaps an attempt 
To repair family rifts. 

A pledge to curtail 
Social media play 

With more eye to eye 
Contact day after day. 
A vow to share more 

Of our blessings with others 
And realize through God 

We’re all sisters and brothers. 
 

Begin your New Year by making a donation in someone’s name 
through our Green Umbrella Note Card Project. Make someone’s day 

with a “Thank You”, “ Kindness Counts” , ”Appreciation” or other message. 
Cards and instructions can be found on the table 

opposite the Bulletin Board in the hallway. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on Sunday, January 
27th in the Auditorium. The purpose of the meeting will be to hear a report 
from the Nominating Committee, elect the Pastor Nominating Committee, 
and receive Annual Church Reports. 

 
It will be a pot luck luncheon, bring your favorite dish to share! 

 
 
 

GOOD NEWS! ~ The Mission Study has been completed and was approved by Session 
and Presbytery! 

 
The Mission Study Committee will be sharing the report and holding a question and answer 
time during coffee hour on January 13th! 

Thank you to the Committee!~ Britt Tunick, Jessica Strader, Bruce Crocco, Lew Dickinson, 
Rick Friedl, Marcia Unger Don Weyant and Pastor Bruce! 

  Endowment Corner  



Staff 
 

Interim Minister Pastor Bruce Ballantine 

Director of Children & Families MaryEllen Castaldo 

Director of Music Dr. Ed Schmiedecke 

Organist Linda Sweetman Waters 

Director Cherub Choir and Bells  Carol Schmiedecke 

Administrative Manager Dana Feeney 

Treasurer Carolyn Reitz 

Youth Leader Jessica Strader 

Tom Carozza Sexton 

Custodian George Wood 

Director Nursery School Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor Joan Davies 
 
 

Church Phone (201) 652-2504 

Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care 
www.firstpresridgewood.org 

 

”And there were shepherds residing in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks by night” 
 

http://www.firstpresridgewood.org/

