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We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others 
– with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in 
fellowship and faith.     

 

 

 

 

 

      
Dear Friends, 

 

Typically, I use this space to communicate with the entire congregation.  This month, 

however, my letter is directed to the men of church.   

 

It seems to me that one thing we lack at First Pres is a fellowship opportunity for the men of 

the congregation. Therefore, I am inviting you to attend the introductory First Pres Men’s 

Breakfast – to be held at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, October 10 at the Tom Sawyer Diner, located 

at 98 East Ridgewood Avenue, Paramus.  

 

During our first gathering, we can discuss the frequency and format of the breakfast and best 

meeting days and times.   

 

In order that the restaurant might adequately prepare for us, please let me know if you plan 

to attend by Tuesday, October 8.   

 

You may reach me by phone at the church office (201-652-2504), on my cell phone 

(215-337-5623) or by email at pastorbruce@firstpresridgewood.org. 

 

I am looking forward to breaking bread together! 

 

Grace and peace, 
 

Bruce 
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Blessing of the back packs 
on Genesis Sunday  
             And  
         a visit from  
     "Outragehiss Pets" 

                                                                 Genesis Sunday 

“All things 
bright and 
beautiful 
all 
creatures 
great and 
small, all 
things wise 
and 
wonderful 
the Lord 
God made 
them all” 



 
Welcoming Hospitality for Homeless Families: First Pres Reaches Out With Food, Fellowship, and an 
Evening's Rest 

 
On Sept 3 our church welcomed homeless working families caught in a web of financial crises and 
receiving temporary help from the Family Promise program that provides shelter and support through 
a network of cooperating Bergen County congregations. 
 
During the week after Labor Day Westside Presbyterian Church was the "home church" for these 
families where they spent the night, and our church along with volunteers from the Ridgewood 
Methodist Church, Emanuel Baptist in Ridgewood, and Unitarian Society of Ridgewood together 
shared the responsibility of providing evening meals, fellowship, overnight chaperons along with lunch 
and breakfast foods.  
 
Without the compassionate help from Family Promise, the children of the homeless parents would 
most likely have not been able to remain with their parents.    
 
Our church is most fortunate to have these wonderful, caring volunteers who helped to make our 
evening of "support hosting" a success: 
 
Cooks who helped prepare an evening meal:  Janis Ax, Amanda Ax. Sandy Santangelo, Susan 
Castaldi, Britt Tunick, Suzy McDevitt and Karen Dexter.  
 
Those making food donations for breakfast and lunches: Linda Strickland, Joanne Bonwick, 
Laura Magrath, Marcia Unger, Lois Morris, Kali Roi Eklof, Dana Feeney and Marjorie Vanacore.  
 
Fellowship folks who made the families feel welcome and played with the children: Dave and 
Mary Shaw, Jessica Lee with daughters Isabel and Elena, and Linda Strickland with Shane and 
Lindsey.  
 
Overnight Chaperones: And very much appreciated were our two overnight caretakers: Joe Suplicki 
and John Eliya. 
 
It's wonderful that our church can join together to accomplish good things for good folks who have so 
little when we ourselves have so much. A BIG THANK YOU! 

 

Our mission is to help families experiencing homelessness and low-income families achieve 

sustainable independence through a community-based response.  

Our strength is our diversity. Although a secular organization, Family Promise engages the faith 
community, through our 6,000 congregations of all denominations, to provide shelter, volunteers, 
and compassion to families in need. 
 
 



 
 
 

How many times have you admired or felt grateful about something someone did for you or 
for someone else and thought about telling them or dropping them a note…but those 
thoughts never got moved from your head to your tongue or to a piece of paper?  It happens 

all the time, missed opportunities.  And all those affirming thoughts could have made someone’s 
day, or given them the encouragement to keep going. 
 
We are often quick to openly criticize and yet slow to praise. Genuine praise and appreciation has 
a much more positive effect on all of us. It energizes us and is food for our souls. Most of us don’t  
need or want a parade, but a quiet, personal acknowledgement warms our hearts.  
 
Our Endowment Green Umbrella Greeting Card project was created to help us all keep in touch 
with each other in a personal way. Make a donation ($25) in someone’s name and let them know 
you had a special thought about them.  Greeting Card packets can be found on the table across 
from the Bulletin Board in the hallway.  
 
Select the message you’d like to send, send your check and the completed form to the office. Then 
send your card directly to the person you wish. If you have any questions contact Joanne Bonwick 
by email or phone: joannedbonwick@gmail.com  (201) 652-7520. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++         
the Second Saturday Service @ First Pres  

 

Four dates: October 12, November 9, January 11 & February 8 
 

Food for Body & Soul:  

45-minute service in the chapel / 5:00-5:45  
 

Abbreviated sermon, children’s sermon, contemporary & traditional music led by Brian Princing  

followed by 45-minute light supper in the dining room / 5:45-6:30 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   

Donations to Community Thrift Shop in Midland Park Benefit the First Pres Woman’s Guild   
 
Donations to the Community Thrift Shop – located at 85 Godwin Avenue, Midland Park (lower 
level of the Midland Park Shopping Center) – will benefit the First Pres Woman’s Guild! Be 
sure to mark items with the number 2, and the Woman’s Guild will receive a percentage of the 
profits. Store hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please do not 
leave any items after hours 

Donation Guidelines:    Donation charity number: Be sure to mark your boxes and bags with #2.  

Donation Days: Mondays and first Saturday of each month: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Bring items inside to the 
back of the store. You will receive a donation card for tax purposes. Please do not leave items outside. 
Clothing: good condition, in season, folded neatly in bags/boxes, shoes in excellent condition. 

 Bric-a-Brac: items cleaned and in working order, only 2 boxes of bric-a-brac at a time. Books: Hardcover 
must have its jacket, paperbacks in excellent condition only. Toys: no stuffed animals unless new with tags, no 
puzzles unless unopened or wooden, games in excellent condition with all pieces in box. Do Not Bring: 
records, sports equipment, computers, printers, car seats, clothing bigger than size 22.  

 

 Endowment Corner 
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“Thank you, Donna and First Pres Team. It was a great weekend and we truly enjoy the connections we have made through 
this adventure. We are so inspired by all of the good works being done by First Pres Members. On a personal level it is nice 
for me to keep the connection with the church I grew up in and that was such a big part of both of my parents and lives as 
well as our whole family.” Gratefully, Barbara Fitzsimmons (Allen Maxfield’s daughter) 

                        East Meets West Habitat Build Days in August with friends from Elmira 

First Pres 
volunteers: 

 Andy Castaldi, 
Joan Davies, 
Richard Davies, 
Donna Flagg, 
Jeanine Jamieson, 
Janet Johnston, 
Sandy Santangelo, 
Linda Strickland 
and Li Towt 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

       Hats on to all our Volunteers! 

                                          Habitat Task Force Kick Off Sunday! 
 



New Heating System to Be Installed 

As you may be aware, during the last two winters, the church’s boiler system has not been working 

properly.  There have been many break-downs and a number of expensive repairs.  In response, Session has 

recently approved the installation of a new boiler system – which will not only be reliable, but also more energy-

efficient and less expensive to operate than our present system.  Work is expected to begin soon at an estimated 

cost of $58,000.  As you might suspect, such an expensive capital improvement puts a strain on the church’s 

finances.  If you are in a position to make an extra gift to help with this expenditure, your gift will be greatly 

appreciated.  Simply make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church and write “boiler” in the memo 

line.  Thank you for your consideration.      

_________________________________________________________________ 

Church Staff: 

   Interim Minister              Pastor Bruce Ballantine  

                                      Director of Children & Families               MaryEllen Castaldo  

    Director of Music              Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

                                      Organist                   Linda Sweetman Waters  

                                      Director Cherub Choir and Bells                   Carol Schmiedecke  

                                      Administrative Manager                                 Dana Feeney  

                                      Treasurer                  Carolyn Reitz  

                                      Youth Leader                                                     Jessica Strader    

                                      Tom Carozza              Sexton 

                                      Custodian              George Wood 

                                      Director Nursery School                         Julia Bolt 

               Newsletter Editor             Joan Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Phone (201) 652-2504 

    Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 Please contact him directly for Pastoral Care.        
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

    The deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of every prior month. 
 
 

http://www.firstpresridgewood.org/

