
 

 

     

           
   

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others – 
with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in fellowship 
and faith.     

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place (Acts 2:1). So begins the account of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to the church in the book of Acts.  

As we approach the day of Pentecost in the year 2020, we understand that it will not be possible for the members of 
our congregation to be all together in one place this year. While some restrictions are being lifted in some places 
and for some people, the ongoing threat of the COVID-19 global pandemic will require that as we consider our 
return to church, we do so in a way that is measured and mindful of the needs of the most vulnerable among us.  

While some may begin to attend public worship in person in the not-too-distant future, we know that some will 
need to continue to worship at home for some time.  

We give thanks, then, for the promise of our faith that the Lord God will bless and keep us, the risen Christ is with 
us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with believers near and far. We take comfort and inspiration from the example of 
the earliest believers, who spent much time together in the temple and broke bread at home with glad and generous 
hearts (Acts 2:46).  

As we anxiously track the news in these times, with numbers of new cases, numbers of persons who have died, and 
numbers of those who are recovering, we remember the good news of the gospel and the promise that nothing in life 
or death will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

As this congregation begins to resume public activities, please know that we will do so through a careful process of 
discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution and concern for those who are most vulnerable, upon 
consideration of the best scientific knowledge at our disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in 
the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  

We may make mistakes along the way. There will surely be awkward moments as we adjust to new protocols and 
practices. There will be times of frustration, disappointment, and grief. We will have countless opportunities to 
exercise the spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, gentleness and self-control.  

But there will also be blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and moments of deep 
satisfaction. We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even now. We will have opportunities to 
savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and faithfulness.  

Let us be faithful, then, to God and to one another as we receive the gifts and work through the challenges of 
this time. 

Forward in faith, Bruce 
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Whoa! No, we do not have a new logo, but it may be time to begin thinking about getting back 
on the horse.  
We are not there yet but as curves flatten and numbers take a downward turn we might consider 
preparing for saddling up and taking that first run around the race track after hunkering down in 
the barn for nearly 3 months.  

 
What do we do first? Disinfect the horse?  Outfit him with new shoes? Does he need to wear a 
mask for his first run?  And what will we do?  Don designer masks? Give virtual hugs? Invest 
in our own personal shopping carts so as not to have to touch carts touched by 50 other people 
before us?  Ban coughing or sneezing in public- which may eliminate all future colds and flu 
epidemics, along with all social activities?  We will ponder the possibilities and eventually 
figure it out.  
Meanwhile, back at the Endowment Committee zoom meetings, we are planning for the future 
because the future is all we ever have. We cannot plan for the past, it is already gone. We 
cannot plan for the present, we are in the middle of it.  
Although the market has taken a hit recently it is slowly taking an upward turn and our 
Endowment Fund is in a comfortable range. We want to insure that the principal continues to 
grow. Your donations, both large and small, keep our Fund growing and our church expanding 
its programs and mission.  
Giving can be through our Tree of Life or Green Umbrella Note Card projects, Legacy Gifts or 
outright cash donations. Checks can be made out to First Presbyterian Church with a memo to 
Endowment. During such uncertain times your giving is especially important and greatly 
appreciated. Call Joanne Bonwick for information at (201) 652-7520 or email at 
joannedbonwick@gmail.com. 
 
     Time to get back on the horse-gently with caution. She has not been ridden in a while. 
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For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, Plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future ~Jeremiah 29:11 
 
  
 
My name is Christine Di Iorio and here is a little bit about myself. I am 
graduating Paramus High School this year and will be attending The 
College of New Jersey in the fall with a major in elementary special 
education and psychology. In high school I enjoyed being part of the cross 
country and track teams as well as participating in Christian club. Outside 
of school I spent Saturdays and summers volunteering at Camp 
Sunshine/Snowflake which is very close to my heart. I have attended First 
Pres since I was born and have grown up here, surrounded by loving 
people with kind hearts. My favorite memories from church have been our 
annual West Virginia mission trips, Christmas pageants, and youth group 
activities. I am grateful for everything I have had the opportunity to do 
these past four years and I am excited for the future! 
 
 

  
 
 
My name is Laura Di Iorio and I am graduating Paramus High School this 
year and next year I will be attending the University of Notre Dame and 
studying in the Mendoza College of Business. In high school I was in the 
Academy for Business and Finance at Bergen County Academies where I 
ran for the Bergen Tech track and cross country teams. At First Pres I 
have enjoyed leading the mission with St. Paul's homeless shelter, being 
part of the Paterson Habitat task force, and traveling to West Virginia with 
our mission trips for Habitat for Humanity.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Nick Santangelo is a graduating from Ridgewood High School and will 
be joining his big sister Alex at Syracuse University this Fall.  He is 
looking to major in Data Analytics and Finance.  He is very excited to 
wear Orange and so are his parents- very convenient to have both kids 
in one place! He is looking forward to joining their intramural basketball 
team. 
 
 
 
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  
~Proverbs 22:6 

                      HATS OFF TO OUR GRADUATING CLASS OF 2020!  



 

“Often when you think you’re at the end of something, you’re at the beginning 
of something else.” —Fred Rogers 

 
 
 
 
My name is Spencer LaVine, I am a graduate of Glen Rock High School 
and I am attending Miami University in the fall and studying Finance at the 
Business school. I like going out with friends, playing basketball and 
listening to music! In volunteering, I lead the daily sports & games for 
Vacation Bible School at First Pres church in 2018 and 2019. I also 
enjoyed volunteering with the church at Paterson Habitat for Humanity 
over the last couple of years.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jeremy LaVine is graduating from Glen Rock High School, where he 
served as class president and vice-president on the Student 
Council.  He played on the basketball team, competed in DECA and the 
Federal Reserve challenge.  He also worked part-time at Rock Ridge 
Pharmacy.  Jeremy enjoyed volunteering with the church at Paterson 
Habitat for Humanity over the past couple years.  He plans to major in 
finance at Indiana University.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Will Sofka will be graduating from Ridgewood High School.  He enjoyed 
his time there and was involved in a number of activities.  He was on the 
baseball team for all 4 years of high school and was truly disappointed to 
not have a season his last year.  His club activities included the DECA 
club (Distributive Education Clubs of America), which help to foster his 
love of business and marketing.   Will also was involved in the ALPS 
Club (Adventure, Leadership and Peer Support), which gives the group a 
chance to camp, hike and take on leadership responsibilities.  In the Fall, 
Will be attending the Smeal Business School at Penn State. 
 
 

 
 
 

               
 

 
May God bless and keep you always, may your wishes all come true, may you 
always do for others and let others do for you, may you build a ladder to 
the stars climb on every rung, and may you stay, forever young- Bob Dylan 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WHY GOD MADE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS       
 

When God created Sunday School teachers,  
He gave us special friends  

To help us understand His word  
And truly comprehend  

The beauty and the wonder  
Of everything we see,  

And become a better person  
With each discovery.  

When God created Sunday School teachers,  
He gave us special guides  

To help us gain in knowledge 
So we can all decide  

How to live and how to do  
What's right instead of wrong,  
To lead us so that we can lead  

And learn how to be strong.  
Why God created Sunday School teachers,  

In His wisdom and His grace,  
Was to help us see God’s glory 

And make our world a better place.  
 
 

 
Our Church school volunteers this year at First Pres are a wonderful group of individuals. They give 

of their time and their talents to teaching the word of God to our children! 
 

 They are enthusiastic, creative and they serve their church this way because  
they love these children and they love God. 

 
THANK YOU TO…. 

 
Kathleen Barkho, Paul and Sarah Eliya, Sue Fischer, Linda Strickland, Christine Tobias, Britt Tunick 

And a special thank you to Jill Critchley, Rick Friedl, and Joan Davies for your compassion,  
caring, love and devotion to these children in Middle school and High school! 

 
I ask GOD to BLESS YOU, TODAY, TOMORROW AND ALWAYS… 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
On Sunday, May 3rd, the Di Iorio family continued our mission at St. Paul's 
homeless shelter by dropping off a warm and homemade meal, prepared by 
several First Pres volunteers. Thank you to all who made this possible: Laura 
Magrath for her delicious ham, Dana Feeney for her popular baked chicken, 
Joan Davies for some tasty pasta, Sandy Santangelo for preparing a healthy 
salad, and Suzy and Sam McDevitt for baking tons of cookies and brownies! 
The men at St. Paul's have all maintained their health so far and are taking 
precautions to stay quarantined and free of the spread of the virus. In the 
meantime, they are more than welcoming of donations, especially during all 

the uncertainty they are facing right now. 
 As we have done in both April and May, First Pres will continue our mission with St. Paul's the first 
Sunday of each month-- with simple drop-offs until social distancing guidelines are lifted. If you would 
like to get involved in cooking for St. Paul's, please reach out to Laura Di Iorio at 
lauradiiorio6@gmail.com or 201-634-9322. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                      Mission  

                Casting a net … for One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
                       Mermaid Jess and Starfish MaryEllen waiting on deck!  
 

  Stay tuned for the grand total! 
      

Members of the Paterson Habitat 
Task Force- Sandy Santangelo, 
Richard Davies and Donna Flagg met 
with Ashley Biggs on a recent 
Saturday morning and delivered 
donated books and bookcases to 
Dafani and 3 of her children –who 
were all thrilled!  

mailto:lauradiiorio6@gmail.com


 

 
 
Thank you to everyone making 
this possible! 
                         

 
 

At this time prerecorded services begin at 10:00 am on Facebook. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/FirstPresRidgewood 

You will also find the service on the church website: 

https://www.firstpresridgewood.org  

 
 
 
 

· Approved a job description for a Youth Ministry Coordinator  
· Allowed restricted Deacon Emergency Funds to be used to help members negatively 

impacted the coronavirus  
· Requested the Finance Committee apply for a loan through the Paycheck Protection 

Program, which was accepted! 
· Formed a task force to consider how to reopen the church building 
· Decided to meet over the summer months with current officers and postpone the 

congregational meeting to elect new officers until the fall 

 
 
 
 

Quarterly Session Actions~  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/FirstPresRidgewood
https://www.firstpresridgewood.org/


 

 
 
Church Staff~ 
 
Pastor                                                  Rev. Bruce Ballantine  

Director of Children & Families          MaryEllen Castaldo  

Director of Music     Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

Organist                 Linda Sweetman Waters  

Director Cherub Choir and Bells                 Carol Schmiedecke  

Administrative Manager                              Dana Feeney  

Youth Leader                                                  Jessica Strader    

Tom Carozza                         Sexton 

Custodian                         George Wood 

Director Nursery School                       Julia Bolt 

Newsletter Editor           Joan Davies (Volunteer)    

 Church Phone (201) 652-2504 
 Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care        
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As we practice social distancing, let us remember that God does 
not social distance! 
 
For daily devotions and readings consider this PCUSA web link- 
 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/ 
     

Have a safe and blessed summer! 


