
 

       FiFir             

 

We are a welcoming community formed in Christ, committed to sharing his love with others 
– with feet that carry us out into the world, with hands that serve, and with hearts in 
fellowship and faith.     

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

The Apostles’ Creed is one of the most widely used and best-known confessional statements of the Western 

church. Developed and first used to prepare converts for baptism, the creed was then recited by those 

converts as they were baptized – often on the evening before or early on the morning of Easter. 

 

At First Pres, during the season of Easter, we will begin our own study of the Apostles’ Creed, using Adam 

Hamilton’s book and video series entitled Creed – What Christians Believe and Why. Within the Apostles’ 

Creed, the phrase I believe appears three times. Thus, this study will guide us as we “… explore what 

Christians believe, why they believe it and why it matters ….”       

 

As with previous studies, this one will be offered at 6:00 p.m. on Mondays as well as 12:15 p.m. on 

Wednesdays.  Just pick the day and time which works best for you. The schedule of dates and topics is as 

follows: 

  

April 29 & May 1   God 

   May 6 & May 8   Jesus Christ 

   May 13 & May 15   The Holy Spirit 

   May 20 & May 22   The Church and the Communion of Saints 

   June 3 & June 5   The Forgiveness of Sins 

   June 10 & June 12   The Resurrection of the Body 

 

Cost of the book which accompanies this video series is $13. Pick up your copy in the office, read the first 

chapter and plan to join us in the Minnema Room on Monday, April 29, or Wednesday, May 1, as we 

explore and seek to more fully understand what we believe.  

As always, you are welcome to invite a friend! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Bruce      
 

              FIRST PRESS NEWSLETTER 



 
               

        
 

 
 

 
 

 
You can do what you have to do, and sometimes you can do it even 
better than you think you can.  
Jimmy Carter 

 
The next Build Day is May 2nd! Sign up in the Dining Room 

East Meets West Habitat Build Day March 9th        

Participants from our 
church were: Donna 
Flagg, Jeanine 
Jamieson, Jeremy and 
Spencer LaVine, Jess 
Strader, and Nancy and 
Jake Walters 
 
   



 
 
 

For those interested in joining First Pres as well as those 
who would like to learn more about the church before 
making a decision to join, there will be a Get Acquainted 
Breakfast Gathering Series, scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on 

Sundays April 28, May 5 and May 19, in the Church Dining Room.  
 
The gatherings will serve as an orientation, enabling prospective members to get acquainted with the 
pastor and some of our members, our Presbyterian heritage and First Pres history, our mission as we 
understand it, and our ministries. Child care or children’s activities will be provided upon request.  If 
you plan to attend or have any questions regarding the series, please call the church office or speak 
with Pastor Bruce.  

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

"Give Up for Property Day" on March 30th 
 

The Property Committee is sponsoring a spring cleanup day at the 
church to tackle small chores (inside) that need our attention. 
 
We are asking you to give up a few hours of your time (as your 
schedule allows) between 9:00 AM and noon to join us. 
 
Refreshments and good fellowship will be provided! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

Palm Sunday April 14th at 10:00 AM will also be 
Communion Sunday for the month of April! 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th at 6:00 PM in the 
Chapel (with Communion prepared by Trinity Church). 
 
Good Friday April 19th at 1:00 PM in the Chapel in 

conjunction with Trinity Church. 
 

Easter Sunday Worship April 21st at 10:00 AM followed by our 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
And don’t forget the remaining Lenten Suppers &sharing of faith journeys on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM 
    
3/27/19  Sam Stone, Pastor Trinity     Host -First Pres Session  

4/03/19  Tom Ott, Trinity Elder    Host- First Pres CE Committee  

4/10/19                        Tom Carozza, First Pres Sexton                   Host -Trinity Presbyterian 

Upcoming Events 



 
 
 

Our rotation for March was Woman at the well and then we began Lenten lessons.  

We baked pretzels and learned about the importance of prayer.  
 Students are paired up with church members for the rest of the 
 Lenten season they will pray for their prayer partner. 

 
In April we will learn about serving one another as Jesus did.  

 Art rotation included making palm fronds from handprints large and small as we discussed the day Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem on a donkey.  
 

Palm Sunday 
We have a special gathering today in the dining room with grades Kindergarten through 
Middle School and will have breakfast together and then off to the Minnema room for 
Palm Sunday activities and reading Easter Story.  
 
 

Easter Sunday 
 
Easter Sunday service is at 10:00am and our Easter Egg Hunt, (for ages 2 through MS) 
immediately following service on the lawn in front of the church.   
We will have a craft in the auditorium for children after worship also! 
In case of rain: the egg hunt will be held in the Minnema Room 

 

 
Christian Ed committee will come together in April and pack some 
goodies in boxes to send to our First Pres. college students!  
 
 
 
 
 

The High School class continues its study of people in the Bible and how God gave them 

strengths and weaknesses that they can relate to as well. They took a break to learn about Lent 

and to make lunch for a session meeting as a Mission service to the church. They also serve as 

exceptional lay readers on Communion Sundays! 

 
 

Sunday School News 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Pres Fellowship 

It was a full house for the 
first Lenten Supper on March 
13th. The Deacons provided 
a delicious variety of soups 
and corn bread, garlic bread 
and rolls and Anita Hutton 
shared a personal faith 
journey that captured the 
powerful influence of a God 
centered life.  

 

BINGO...  
 

Glen calls and 
Sandy keeps 
score at the 
Annual St. 
Paddy's 
Day Family Bingo 
Event. 
 
The Torielli’s 
make up a whole 
table! 
 
Will, Isabella, 
Maddie and 
Samantha each 
play 6 cards at a 
time and anxiously 
await the Pizza, 
Popcorn and 
Prizes! 

 
Our Church hosted the 
March Presbytery Meeting!  
 
Anita Hutton and Laura 
Magrath graciously 
handled registration while 
Joe Unger and Richard 
Davies cook (and eat) 
burgers. Pastor Bruce, 
Andy Castaldi, Joan 
Davies, Donna Flagg, and 
Ramzi Eliya also shared 
their gifts of hospitality. 

 



 
 
 

 
How thankful are you for the blessings in your life? Food, shelter, clothing, kind words, 
family, friends, loving relationships, good health are all blessings. None of these blessings 
are guaranteed on this Earth yet through God we are all endowed with the power to be a 
blessing to someone else even if it be just a simple kind word.  
 

       Start at home with our Green Umbrella note cards. Pay your Blessings forward with a $25 
donation in someone’s name right here in our congregation. Say Thank You, You are appreciated, 
or wish someone a Happy Birthday. Instructions come with the cards. 
 
        Your card and message becomes a blessing to someone in your church family and your 
donation helps our Endowment Fund be an outreach blessing to many in need of life’s basic 
necessities. 
 
 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,         
        you did for me” -Matthew 25:40-45 (NIV) 
 
                    Visit our Endowment table during Coffee Hour for more information. 
 
 
 
 

March was a busy month in the Nursery School. We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by having 
green-themed snacks and crafts. The children enjoyed a school wide theme that included 
reading many books written by Eric Carle. We celebrated the 50th anniversary of one of  

Eric Carle’s most recognized children’s book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar.   

On Friday, March 29th, the children enjoyed sharing a morning at school with a special guest 
for Special Person Visitation Day. Everyone participated in an activity-filled morning of gym, 
music and classroom projects.    

We still have limited openings for the 2019 - 2020 school year in our 2 ½ and 3 year old 
classes, as well as our 4 Day Pre-K class. We offer programs for children 2 ½ – 6 years of 
age. We offer a fun, nurturing environment, while preparing our children for Kindergarten. 
Active members of First Pres. Church receive a tuition discount.  

Please contact Julia Bolt, Director, at 201-445-2552 for more information and a 
tour of our preschool.   

                       We look forward to hearing from you!  

 
 

                                                               Endowment Corner 

Nursery School Happenings 



 
 
February 19th Meeting Session: 

Created a Mission budget of $2,000 for a Pastoral Account.  

Created a Mission budget for Camp Johnsonburg of $2,000.   

Voted to place a ½ page advertisement in the Ridgewood Dad’s Night program at a cost of $150.00. 

Voted to allow Ridgewood High School’s Project Graduation to auction off parking for Project Graduation. 

 

March 12th Meeting Session:  

Approved a Finance and Stewardship request to distribute a time and talent questionnaire during the Worship 

Service on 4/7/19. 

Approved a 2% increase in salaries for the Nursery School staff. 

Approved 1 year renewal of the Interim Pastor contract of Bruce Ballantine with a 5% salary increase.  

 
 
 

 
   Interim Minister              Pastor Bruce Ballantine  

                 Director of Children & Families               MaryEllen Castaldo  

    Director of Music              Dr. Ed Schmiedecke  

               Organist                   Linda Sweetman Waters  

                                      Director Cherub Choir and Bells                   Carol Schmiedecke  

                                      Administrative Manager                                 Dana Feeney  

                                      Treasurer                  Carolyn Reitz  

                                      Youth Leader                                                     Jessica Strader    

                                      Tom Carozza              Sexton 

                                      Custodian              George Wood 

                                      Director Nursery School                          Julia Bolt 

               Newsletter Editor              Joan Davies 

 

 

Church Phone (201) 652-2504 

    Pastor Bruce: (215) 337-5623 please contact him directly for Pastoral Care        
                                                 www.firstpresridgewood.org 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Session Notes  

http://www.firstpresridgewood.org/
http://www.firstpresridgewood.org/
http://pcusa.org/

